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Teens face tough time in Valley

CRAZY COST OF LIVING DOESN'T JUST AFFECT ADULTS

New worries: Local teens feel restrictions — like curfews
and Proposition 21 — smother their liberties

By Lee Blalik

MOSAIC STAFF WRITER

While teens still have to worry about arime
and violence, they now have to fear the police
too. A flurry of logal and state laws enacted vig
orously in the last decade makes them just as
likely to be picked up for staying out late as for
robbing a liquor stare

The spring, passage of Califomia’s Propesition

21, which makes youths as accountable as adults in
arime, joins curfew laws and new dnving restnic-
tions in a nationwide effort that some say are aimed
at restricting the civil liberties of teens.

And yet there remains a great deal of contro-
versy among adults and teens as to whether
these laws are necessary or effective. While
some kids and officials agree that these laws
protect youth, others say they simply trample
constitutional rights.

“It is the government’s responsibility to
make things as safe as possible, but not to the
point where itinfringes on people’s rights,” said
Ovang Teng, a 17-year-old Milpitas resident. By
making restrictive laws, the govemment is
“depriving kids of being free in an important
time in their life,” he said

There has been a move in the past decade to
marginalize and criminalize youth,” said Elaine
Elinson, spokeswoman for the San Francisco
chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union.
“Youth itself has become a suspext class.”

+ See LIVING, Page 4

By Erik Laca)

MOSAIC STAFF WRITER

It's no big secret that the cost of living in
Silicon Valley is among the highest in the
country.

And for those who are reaping the
rewards of technological wealth, dropping
$40 at the movies or pumping $25 into the gas
tank is no big deal

But for teens in this valley, a night out with
friends costs enough to swallow a week's

worth of wages. After all, a minimum-w.
job earns the same paycheck in cities like
Jose and Palo Alto as it does in cities like
Fresno or Sacramento, where the cost of liv-
ing is significantly lower.
“Things are too expensive,” said Josh
Gardner, 14, who is working parl-time at
Subway Sandwiches to earn money for the
expensive basketball shoes he wants. “I never
have enough (money).”

4 See COST, Page 4

Suicide

rate on the
rise among
local teens

GROUPS PUSH FOR
OPEN DISCUSSIONS
ABOUT DEPRESSION
By lanet Pak

MOSAIC STAFF WRITER

On the outside, Saratoga High
School senior Lancy Chiu had it all

She was smart, friendly and outgo-
ing. According to friends, Chiu was an
cloquent speaker and debater, a beauti-
ful singer and an academically well-
rounded student. But undemeath that
facade was a troubled teen.

Chius friends, who declined to
speak on the record, described her as
bearing a striking resemblance to Sailor
Mars - with long, jet-black hair down to
her waist, deep brown eyes and a slen-
der figure, She appeared to be charm-
ing, affable and lovable, Inside, howev-
er, she was o completely different per-
dark, dramatically poetic and
enigmatic. Her alias online and to
friends was Sailor Mars.

An attempt to interview her parents

son
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basketball giant looks to the future
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after dra

na recent afternoon, 23-year-
old Brad Millard pulled up
to his Walnut Creek apart-
ment in a dark blue Chevy
Tahoe. The SUV, complete with
lift modifications, was a

two tous
was WCC First Team All League.
“Going up against Duncan, the best
college player at the time, it was a
great challenge,”

ent MV awards, and
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anted he had more
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inside. was a good game in
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giant from Seattle: His
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They called him the
Big Continent” at St
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Duncan, the man who would lead

s Inthat game,
Millard scored 16
points, blocked two
shots and grabbed six
rebounds, a perfor-
mance which earned
him high praise from

Brad Millard suffered a series of foot injuries
that sidelined him for the last 17 games of
the 1988-2000 season. )
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Call them
what you
want: Raves
still exist
SR

UNTY CRACKDOWN

By Reinalyn Ramos

IC STAFF WRITER
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patterns while dancers flung their a

On a Saturday night in July at the Santa Clara
County Fairgrounds, more than 4,500 young adults
Irrkm‘l and gyrated to pounding hoube musi

icolor flashing lights and lasers swept the room.
e glow sHERS i thedf Hands made amazing light
about. At one
dl flashed flu-

a group of teen girls walked by

orescent smiles created by the miniature glow sticks in
their mouths.

is is the rave scene.

And while it might seem like a typical teen party,
there are dangers lurking all around. Drugs are one of

dangers.

Because of the recent spate of drug overdoses,

was made, but they declined to com-
ment, still distraught over the loss of

more year, Millard posted an impres
-ason which culminated in his
A tournament match-up with

the San Antonio Spurs to a NBA title
two years later.
“I remember him telling me after

fights and stabbings at raves all around the country,
the all-night dance parties have received a lot of nega-
tive attention. Many “ravers” think n unfair char-

their daughter.

Interviews with friends, family
members and grief counselors revealed
that on the moming of May 7 - one day
before her 18th birthday - Chiu brought
her school books and a picnic to West
Valley College and overdosed on sleep-
ing pills. Her final goodbye to friends
came in the form of a four-line e-mail
poem, which she timed to arrive just as
she died

Teenage suicide rates locally have
risen over the past few years, according
to the Santa Clara County Health
Department. Suicide attempts also have
increased every year since 1997,

Shelia Everelt, a grief counselor for
the Center for L g with Dying, pro-
vided counseling at Saratoga High
School after Chiu's suicide.

“There is a great deal of pressure to
achieve academic excellence, especially
in Silicon Valley,” she said. “Lots of his-
téning is very important to help pre-
vent teen suicide.

Enormous pressure on teens, the
desire to “fit in” and the need to suc-
coed by attending a prestigious col-
lege are same of the reasons teens
consider committing suicide, Everett
said.

Asian and Hispanic youth in
Santa Clara County think about
suicide more than young peo-

le nationwide, acconding to
F)r David Ammendondo, direc-
tor of children and family ser-
vices at Eastfield Ming Quong,
which operates family counseling
centers in Santa Clara County.

+ See SUICIDE, Pa

the then most dominant player in
college ball: Tim Duncan of Wake
Forest

Throughout that year, Millard
averaged 124 points per game
and accumulated 92 blocked
shots. Millard led St.
Mary’s to take the West
Coast Conference tithe.
He also gamered

the game, You're gonna be a great
one, "

said Millard with a smile, dis-

playing a framed picture of

himself dunking on
Duncan.

# See SHOES,

Millard [ooks at a picture of himself
dunking on Tim Duncan in the

stop t
prope

acterization, but some communities are determined to

he parties from happening on publicly-owned
Tty

+ See RAVES, Page 4

1997 NCAA Tournament.
Below: A size 13 shoe
doesn't stack up
against Millard's
size 23
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Music moneymakers battle free-music controversy

RECORD EXECUTIVES SQUARE OFF WITH NAPSTER

HISTORY OF THE MP3

of the

attract them.
This type of fan is coming

it a good thing?
Nom

I would shout it out from the
moftops if | could. Pacific Bell
Park is selling out tickets now, but
what happens when the novelty

Pac Bells and
whistles won’t
replace winning

he future of baseball is upon us, and you kiow
hat?
It smells like sushi,

The San Francisco Giants have built a ballpark
replete with all of the bells and whistles that teams

when they hold their cities ransom for money to

build new stadiums.
They have brought out the family of four with a

wide range of activities other than the ballgame.
People want sushi and garlic fries instead of
just hot dogs and hambungers, and the
Giants have accommodated them
Every game has been sold out
this season, and attendance is
almost double from what it was
during the 1999 season, the
teamn's last at Candlestick Park
Itis a new audience that base-
ball owners seek, and, recently, Seattle,
Detroit, Houston
and Arizona, have
used this “all-things-to-
all-people” approach to

the game in droves, but is

James Newhurg

Cokebotflesliie et k| 088 colmnist

By lennit

or
MOSAIC STAFF WRITER

Emily Shine doesn’t consider herself a

music thief.

Sure, the 15-year-old spends hours on the
Internet searching for punk rock, gothic and
‘B0s songs to download to her hard drive
But she’s also buying the CDs recarded by

a violation of copyright laws. And a court
ruling could forever change the way com-
puter users like Shine find and p
music.

“It’s really stupid,” she said

Stupid or not, the controversy is being
taken seriously by the courts. Record execu-
tives are arguing, on behalf of artists such as
Metallica and Dr. Dre, that Napster is encour-
aging grand-scale music piracy on the

The MP3 file, as a means of storing
digital music, was born as a space saver
about five years ago, when bulky .wav
files were being used.

MP3s are compressed .wav files. The
process involves shrinking the file by

Special search engines provide a
method for Web surfers to find MP3s
and upload them.

Napster was a unique type of search
engine when it debuted because it
allowed users online at the same time to

wears off? What happens when
the Giants start losing? What will all the casual fans do

then?

Theyll go home.

have been trained by these new ballparks not

to care about the produuct on the feld

eliminating no-sound byles with anly a

slight compromise in the digital quality.
An average song as a .wav file, for

example, eats 50 megabytes - com-

share MP3 files in real time.

Shortly after Napster's debut, the
Recording Industry Association of
America, representing various anists

These so-alled “fans” (cx; for you and me, nich dotoom:
mers with maney b blow) come cut for these ganes and
dan’teven know, much kess care, who Barry Bonds and Jeff
Kent are. They don't know the difference between a horme
runand “Chicken Run.” Pacific Bell Park is sold out, but

the music artists she’s “discovered” on the
Web.

Still, a lawsuit filed by the Recording
Industry Assoclation of America considers
the trading and downloading of music to be

Internet by providing Web surfers a forum to
freely trade copyright-protected music.

# See NAPSTER, Page 5

pared lo less than 4 megabytes lor the
same song compressed into the MP3
format, allowing for easier transfer over
the Intemet.

and labels, filed suit against Napster, cit-
ing copyright viclations. The matter will
be heard in U.S. District Court in San
Francisco later this month

Giants owrer Peter Magowan doesn't realize that the nal
Giants fars are at home or stuck in the bleachers.

+ See BASEBALL,
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Area youths fight back
against dating violence
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It you know someone that is in an abusive relation-
ship, here are some tips: &
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2. Believe whal she tells you and take the abuse serolsly

ST e (860) 207.7717
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America
Festival

welcomes
Smash Mouth

By Erik Lacayo
UOSAIC STAFF WRITER

Hometown band Smash Mouth took the st
for a benefit concert n dovwnloven S | anm
this month, but it wasn't the
you might expect from a ;.H'ul Rt s Bl 3
rational following

setfing for this show
h p

e laid-back than a regu
wn with Liwn
[

iz ered | Sigh I
crafts booths, lingesing in
r(iﬂldr\n ata clown sh

d bex
approached about doing a chanty show in its
hometown.
Maury K

t\\\ ing the act
mzd \lul Ih\ l‘\.md mm|l.m Sometimes
more welcome in cities from home. The
tation o perform in San Jose was refreshing
manager told Kendal
At the July 3 show, San Jose fans gave the band

Jump Around
up. The ¢

Focay sy 14,2000 1

Sammle, o 13-year-old -

next level”
5. Pyrol

Review
MOS.

Photos by

et from Atlanta, reaches toward the crowd while performing al Mickelodeon's All That and Mare Festival in Concord.

All That’ WOWS owd

et Pak
WRITER

Mariachi beat shakes through San Jose

By Rachel Gall
OSAC STAFE WA

A

The music starts and feet
begin to mave. Singers sing
about things festive, romantic
and sometimes heart-wrench-
ing Whether the feet belong
to people in the audience tap-
ping their feet' or dancers
spinning, the music affects
everyone. The music comin
from an ensemble of violins,
trumpets, guitars, vihuelas
(high-pitched, round-backed
guitars} guitarrons (huge, gui-
tar-like basses) and an occa-
sional harp make people want
10 sing, dance, laugh or cry.

rlier this
month, the Mexican Herita
Corporation  presented the
Ninth Annual San Jose
International Mariachi Festival
and Conference. This four-day
event included workshops,

s, 4 Mariachi Mass and
an outdoor festival

The Mariachi Festival and
Conference is one of tl

upulnr in_ the count
le can learn, per-
formof Nl tol sty Tocd
of mariachi music.

At the mariachi and folk-
lorico workshops at the Civic
Centes, San Jose Center for the
Performing s and

Montgomery Theater, about
300 students, rai from
children to adults, leared
music and folklorico dance
that covered thythms and
;?IB from many’ regions of

teacher from San Fernando,
gave oneon-one lessons to
Enrique Murillo, 14, of Lincoln
High School. They worked
hard together to make sharp
and clear sounds that w

fected for lhcmnmm

s s Vasquez's favorite
conference, he said, because
this conference “keeps the tra-
dition going.” The crisp, clear
notes could be heard from the
street below.

Ata folklorico dance work-
shop, Manuel Vasquez. 12, of
Saint Patrick’s School, said
he’s been dancing for five
years and loves it because it

's how much the culture
has' grown ‘and how. it is
loved. Dancers in workout
clothing moved across the
floor, stepping 1o the beal of
the music Their feet moved

ST PR - MOSA
Ana Plascencla, 7. one of the

constantly. At times, director  YoUngest perlormers al the ninth

Rafael Zamarripa switched off annual San Josa Infernational

dancer at the concert, said that
the music and dancing repre-
sents identity, passion and

alove for the

10 34, are considened pioneers
because ) run counter to
the tradition of mariachi as an

counry.
At sold-out evening con.
gerts on Friday, July 7. and
Saturday, July
rformances by
Mariachi  Cobre, Mariachi
Reyna Los  Angeles,
Mariachi  Azteca, Mexico
Tenochiiflan and the Martach
workshop  instructors
RO ol
orcs “and maslachi. work:

Guardada, 7: and Ivonne
Martinez, 10 were participants
in the workshops and per-
formers a th

Mariachi Cobre, founded in
971 in Tucson, Ariz, are
“ambassadors for the whole
world,” sald Jessica Agree, an
‘emcee al the Mariachi concert.

Aida Cuevas, known. s
“The Voice of Mexico” to her
fw has made 25 records in her

35 yeaek ik

Aguirre said Cuevas has
“the ‘song I her veira’” Her
face, body and vaice captured
the happiness or sadness in &
song. She encouraged the audi-
ence to sing along at several
points, yet when she sang 4
capella ‘everyone was silent
Cutias ing

“We want be sin
when we grow up,” said
Ivonne. “You leamn and you
can show others.

Mayra likes the colorful tra-
ditional charro outfits. “When
you wear them people say,
You ar: maniachi,” she said.

Ana said that mariachi is an
expresion oftheheart

Ivonne  added
Nt s ot just for Mexscan
people. it's for everyone.”

America’s first all-female
mariachi group, Mariachi

the music and dancers moved  Mariachi Festival, sings herversion  geyna  de  Los  Angeles,

to the beat of his drum.

Carlos Gaytan. the main  Pajarilio”

of the Mexican classic *Pajarilio

brought cheers from the audi-
ence. The performers, ages 14

ovations than any other per-
former on that Saturday night.
The next day, a Mariachi
Mass, which was a traditional
Catholie Mass with mariachi
music, was held at the Civic
Center. rocession
merve b Ve ke oo e
tival at Guadalupe River Park,
with three stages of music and
saths.

juise  Cota, of Santa
Barbara, who has come to the
concert and festival three

ments, makes me proud o my
heritage.”

Shoulder, family part of band’s sacrifices

By Natalia Torres

MOSAIC STAFF WRITER

Rubbing his shoulder, Brian Hart sits outside a
Fremont Starbucks waiting for his friends, the guys
he practices music with in someone’s garage. They
share the dream of joining the ranks of ther
hwmr bands - Black Label Society, Dream

Theater, Alice In Chains and Zakk Wylde, 2
afew

had thernpy earlier today,” Hart explains as
he continues fo rub gently, ~1 injured my
a firw weeks ago.” Despite the stillsore extreme-
biking ingury and the tiny metal pins implanted in
his shoulder, Hart stll makes it to the group's three
weekly rehearsals.

Hartis the bassist for Blacklist, a rock band from
Union City with high expectations, strong diedica-
tion and a fierce love for music

Along with Hart, Blacklist is made up of fohn
ik whose Vil 3nd gt Al

band’s harder sound; Simeon Kennedy; who gave
up gymnastics to play a guitar ke he's Eong 2
piece of his soul; and Chns Paxton, the drzmmer
wha drives a sang to such an extreme he has to
strip nearly naked after each practice to cool down.
The band has competed in several contests and
played in several chubs, trying to leam haw a band
works,they sa: The scheule eave e ine fo
pemsonal lives or anything.

but renamed after another band had already
claimed it - started gearing; towands becoming 4
full-time band
With only two guitansts, Blacklist needed
bassist and’ percussionist. Afier hearing about
Paxton through a mutual friend, Kibildis decided
10 give him a shot, in spite of Paxton's relatively
young age. Liking what be heard, Kibildis decided
10 let the then 13-year-cld Paxion into the band. 1
thought it was funny. | didi't know s—; a thought
that il ke the v earld Paon i,
Afier P i for a bassist startéed and
Blacklist e m_‘u\,- located Hart, whase thythmic
and smooth fingers completed their sound
Chaiming that he knew how 10 play a litle bt in the
beginning, Hart surprised. the mest of the band
wwhen they finally practioed together “He sounded
Tike: he had been playing for five years!” exclaimed
Kibids s Hart lstenced and lughesd
Iacklist's lineup had been finalized. the
nest gl kil il o
ey practiced a Jot. wrote original songs
 Fepeniire BIE paformed o
first ime in public duning a 19598 Battle of the Bands
contest held at Logan High. The band took first
e
That performance fed to others at San Jose's
Cactus Club and mane Hattle of the Bands contests
Blacklist wn third place in a batle ot Irvington

and
the

p.mm, B e farmly - who
T

and the band. s not easy. 1 1y to . itequally;
he says with an embarrassed smile a8 he Jooks
down at the floor

Kibildis agrees. "My parents fully back me up.
They don't agree with the type of music, though.”
he says as he shits his body and explains that his
Rt e e kel T e
tion's music tha
The e for laclis schod when Kibidis and

The original linewp for Blacklist included a guy
named Chad Stender who provided vocals. “Chad
would come over and mess around before it
serious,” said Kibildis. Stender later dropped ou

I 1997, Blacklist - originally called Minds Eye

second time at the Cactus C] the audience had
grown from a small group of invited frends to
crowd of 7 or mone

Cactus Club, Kibildis hn;r“ for
“You gotta be playing show
although be admits that performing i tiring,
“You have to be dedicating your time.”
Kenmedy chimes in. adding that a musician should
pracie consistntly i o to praduce s bt

ar shows
watches a man
‘walk past him with a guitar slung over his shoul
der, subconciously mfusing to let any part of music

wed 1o
their

that they

spot in the constantly changing world of music.
“All your cards on the table are representing all of
you.” Kennedy says. Being in a band. to Kennedy:
isall about taking chances:
yu gotta relate o people,” says Kennedy, who
reveals that there harve been tirmes when he thought
Blacklist might not work out becatise many of the
band members have other responsibilities to their
families and school. The pace can leave litile fime
for e

ke al i tene s nove devoned s thebined.
m.m ciicing, change is comng, Kibildis and
Kebcdy will sad el i the tll while Far
will fake a bk from achool to work, leaving
Titon behind to atund his jusior yeaf in High

No matter what happens to Blacklist, all four
band members say the's music in their futunes.
Kennedy hopes to be in music production, while
r‘.mm \n\h- to be a music engineer. Hart and

and ompeitions,siving o complete a demo CD
ites at the

Chctus b it Tl e caty Al ugust
Ve a h individualy strong” saps
Kibildis. “But we are stronger all together

Blacklist pmmu July 20 at the Cactus Club in
San Jose: For mone information, go totheir Web site;
wiwblacklisthomestead.com or wwwcactus-
clubsj.com.

Blackilst, Unm
City rock band,
discuss the sacti-
fices of being an
unknown group.

Left to right:
Simean Kennedy,
Chris Paxton and
Erian Hart.

White Lotus a needle in SV

ByVanessa Quesada
and Bachel Gallegos
OSAIC STAFE WAITERS

vegetarian u.\nunru in ‘|-|m as
a3 Silicon Va
night imgine. But the W
Market Street in downtown San Jo
beyond our expectations.

in most mstaurants, vegetarian dishes con.
salads and other veggie

orth

e went

the Sl But at W hm Lotus, en,
dishds are weally. wade of
fe were a bit thrown off by the names
e (Kung Pao Chicken, Broceoli and

Beel). For a vegetarian, eat
similar to meat i a bit frig

Trespring ol appes
mix of fres
served \n!h a
Th

50) included a
and tofu and was
,:» peanut-flavored s

24
{5
o

re
Alemon chi
cut-up fillet
like chicken. The lem
tofu a distingt fla
The tofu

flave titseld apart from the other
excellent noodle and vegs dishes.
someone new 1o the world of tofu, this was not

great first experience.
Adfter dinner, we ordered dessert, which was

vegetarian haystack

ue than some of the other ftems on the

e
S5l s, IooR s LRGNk LD
ical-flavored bev eces of
gelatin inside. With a straw provided, we made
fools of ourselves, sipping then chewing, sip-
ewing
1 veas quite the comedian, joking
about the price of our meal and the ingredients in
ishes we ordered. Service was quick and

we highly rec

White Lotus
Where: B0 North
Mavknl St, San

o Monday-
Friday, 11:00

For lnlurmallon.
ul]



their home
on streets

ESTIMATE: MORE
THAN 1,500 YOUTHS
HOMELESS IN AREA

By Linda Pham

MOSAC STAFF WRITER

Diana & 2 tall, skendier

s, i i
Honne) ar | collers e~ D

"My oleder sester wanted me bo continue
the stroets, but [ wanted to get
O H which . cgermind by

the Exrwrgency Housing Consortium, is
cral facales |

¢ troubled relaborships with

both pants, physical or emo-

torul abuse. neglect of sexual abuse.
she said.

chert Serith, 18, is an only child

Iy from S ose. He has boen

panns

out
year in Apnl, S
asors why. It ime for me
hee pest, 18°s ot k9 another tree,
it to & Jower branch. I a metaphor
11 hick iy dad wondd we.”

i Covert of Our
e they

provides aunseling, a
ep aned food foc up to 500
ers 2 year who need a rur

C hene a5 my

hesaid mm-mnc,up;m
y driver i

vouk. Basically |p<

s dedi-
od

# See HOMELESS, P

SAN JOSE URBAN JOURNALISM WORKSHOP

1-YEAR-OLL RETWOOD CITY RESIDENT

T acasie

“When [ was younger, | wanted 1o get tattoos,
Now I look back at what I wanted to have done and think ‘Thank God I didn't."

V0 AN -
TaTaes are  fong - erm decision. Herna tatioos are a way 10 get around the permanence of  adtional afoe.

Art you can’t forget

TATTOOS ARE A COMMITMENT THAT STARES BACK EVERY DAY

By Vanessa Quesada
STAsE

When Renee Sterpon had a taftoo of

black roses put on her back at the age

16, she never thought shewould hate i
hoxday:

thought of severe p:r\ ke .‘\-'nnn.
. but after a certain point, pain bs the
W

The tribal design that koked really
ool on college spring beeak in Mexico
emight rot ook 30 conl 40 years down the
rood and 20 pounds Later

Justin Clark, 19, of Redwood City; ree.
mnmenids putting some serous thonaght

3 tatton.

TWhenl wasyounger [vnresd
Banoos” he said

what [ wanted \-m ve done and
Thank God | didrt¥ You really bay

Project New Start, Fremont: (510) 722
4954

Eden Youth Center, Hayward: (510) 887-
1148

ful because | knew it would be on
boy fo the et of my e S0 | gt e
Japancse: symbxl. for ‘druan” sinee Fim
dramemer

S oo fing ink inlo the

skin, wsing a device with several needles
Arached 0 . can be darges f Soe

The Clean rogram, San Jose:
(8082775744

Second Chance, Salinas: (531) 755
2501

e sure about what you choose:

i, armuonyg other ismages.
Tattoos have been used for thowsands

of years s a form of body art. They orig+
b 3 penson's

ground.
Tocksy: they reprsent anything from
pride in coe's kdentty to dedication to a
persor o thing. The most frequertly seen
fattoos indude stall tribal designs and
ople., though. lean

Rand Bleichner: a 20-yvar i student

froem Berkeley, said he put a ot of thought
o he had put on his back.

£t about five menths 3o for my

theay” 52 her. | wanted

erething that was really meaning

declined 1o give his List name, sa
considering a tatioo shoukd abo’ make
sure that tocts are seerfized

can take between four and 10 trsmenes
wilh gap ol sixto cight v

cach appoin Over zm_ the pig-
mmw wu[u‘ss e he dedgris gone but 4
scar formres i s pl

most e that clenis be betveen 5
and 25 yx with a job o envo

schoul I'hy should also should lndmlr
that they are trying #o improve ther e
and perform between 20 and 50 hours of
community service b qualify for fre ser-

Getting

“The Truth’
about youth
tobacco use

EIGHT-PERSON GROUP

PROMOTES EDUCATION

ABOUT SMOKING

ByVasessa Quesada

1OSAS STAFF WRITER

e Maum!-;ﬂl:hnmam.us
“T've been volved in since | was

13 said Mealy, now 17, “But wi heard about

Truth, 1 had to sign up.”
toerss om the Wst Coust

Last year and paper cuts didn't kill
anybody”

Mermbers of the sumsmer ous say their alm ks
save boens from the N 1
Guse of preventable
eyt smoking At “‘We're not
ek SpALey o oul 1o bash on
ple. smokers.

beach, amusement parks  Smiokers are

o skl s’ yictims. It's
Los Angeles, who was  the fobacco
tandingout flyers at o i
Paramount’s Great  Mdusiry we're

0n 8 recent tour inst.”
frieie Dl aganst.
o' 8 ot of e ardh
we an gel our mesage  THETRUTH
heard.” MEMBER

With eight teens on the _—
Wt Coust 101 the Eat and six i the Midwest

i across the nabon.

L :lf“m"’m;‘mm in 27 cties
across the nation. and s the fint teenrlod gnti-
tobacoo cam,

on them - are collect-
maummwmm tour and will be deliv-
ered to the Tobacoo Conference in Chicago
% BT ey e Kim sgpee hat by re i
a great time, and that the six-week tour is fust long
enough to get some distace from
e word ot abonst the dangesnas prodists
e sy
e Sl Al e b ki

discourage teens
allowing the tobscos indusiry - e b
lion dollar advertising budget - o infiltrate their

“We're ot out to bash on seokers,” said Kim
“Smokers are the victims. I the tobacco industry
e spaied

lcations e 1o |
T ey Ay
kvuht\ghxbnﬂtdunkvnmhiph\mvymylfry

e doit againin a heartbea” Mealy said.Bul
Iwant to give other people the opportunity o have:
the same experience I've had.”

Visit wervthetruth.com for more information.

Local teenagers having to find new ways to let loose

at Sants Clar

LIMITS MAKE HAVING A GOOD TIME MORE DIFF
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Election focus
shifts to youth

The average American foen prob el s o, 3§00 on recning
S :
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San Jose police take precautions for rowdy crowds
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Media fuels
Rocker’s

belligerent
comments

ohn Rocker is an unpopular guy
J who said some very stupid things
- and thanks to the news media,
his opinions were spread to a
national audience.

Personally, I can’t stand the Atlanta
Braves pitcher. | can't stand seeing this
guy’s mug every time I tum on the
television or open a sports magazine.

It may seem overdone and hypo-
critical that this is another Rocker piece
but the paint of this story is not to talk
about how big of an idiot he is. That
has already been established. What's
ridiculous is the fiasco itself and how
the media wasted its time and energy
i is man'’s words instead of

ilities.

It's true that Rocker opened this can
of worms himself when he voiced his
views about the city of New York to a
Sports lllustrated reporter for a
December 1999 article.

He compared nding a subway train
to the ballpark
to being in
Beirut. The pas-
sengers on a
New York train,
he said, range
from “some
queer with
AIDS" to “some
dude who just
got out of jail
for the fourth
time” to “some
20-year-old
mom with four
kids.”

“It's depressing,” he said. “The
bigi&l thing [ don't like about New
York are the foreigners.”

Sure, Rocker’s comments were stu-
pid and totally unacceptable in today’s
society. But I'm tired of the media ana-
lyzing his every mave and giving him
a forum.

There are millions of people who
have unpopular and palih'ml]ﬁ incor-
rect things to say and the public could-
n't care less. Yet, out of all the bigots in
the world, why is there such an uproar
surmounding Rocker?

“I'm anly a baseball player,” he told
a group of reporters before his first
post-article game at Shea Stadium dur-
ing the last week of June. It's the only
smart thing I've heard come out of
Rocker’s mouth. He is ONLY a baseball
player, just a dumb jock who can throw,
a baseball at 90 mph.

ing such a huge uproar about
him gives him too much credit. He's not
a school teacher, someone who has direct
influence on kids. If he were the President
of the United States, then his comments
would give people reason to worry. The
President makes deasions that affect
lives.

Rocker’s biggest decision is whether
to throw a curve ball or a slider on a 3-2
count.
1t's ridiculous that this thing became
s0 big that during his return to New
York, about 600 police officers were
assigned to Shea Stadium to protect
him. I wonder how far those ity dol-
lars spent on extra S.ecunz would have
gone toward helping the less or
redudng crime.

ESPN.com’s Rob Neyer said it best
when he wrote that Rocker is a physi-
cal danger only to a batter crowding

Erik Lacaye
Mosaic columnist

People aren't afraid of Rocker,
Neyer wrote. They’re afraid of his
words.

“And if it's the words that are dan-
gerous, should we be angry at Rocker
or with the news onganizations that so
happily disseminated those words?”
Neyer asked.

As a sports fan, | find it more dis-
turbing that during the media circus,
Rocker became more impor-
tant than the games being played. The
Mets and Braves were in an i t
four-game series with the National
League Eastern division lead at stake.
Sadly, the only thing that Kemop]e could
focus on was Rocker and his opinion -
as if HIS opinion really mattered.

Reger Milkake slides down a grind pole.

It
kate -

he new Vans Skate Park in
Milpitas is 60,000 square
feet of striking vertical ramps,
staggering launch mmps and
rly grind poles.

Skateboarders and rollerbladers
travel from all around the Bay Area
to skate this cutting-edge park,
‘which opened June 23. It's visited
daily by more than 300 skaters and
spectators who watch in awe as
skaters majestically pose mid-air for , [RS8
them.

As people show their spirit for
skateboarding, they also show off
their brand-name fashions - such as
Hurley, Boss, Santa Cruz and, of
course, Vans. Skateboarders and
Rollerbladers dress in a vanety of
styles, from baggy jeans to fatigues,
tank tops to long-sleeve shirts.

“Bladers don’t wear Vans, they
just skate,” said 11-year-old Eric
Schmudt, a skateboarder from
Milpitas, explaining that
Rollerbladers aren’t drawn to the
park by the brand names or fashions,
but to experience skating on an 18-
foot vertical ramp.

Schmidt said he doesn't think that
there should be a shared skate session
for the inline skaters and the skate-
boarders.

Pat Lesko, an employee who
works on the course at the park, said
that park management is thinking
about adding an extreme bike riding
track, and other sessions exclusively
for the extreme riders.

Experts say it is safer for extreme
bike riders not to ride at the same
time as skaters.

Because the park is located in the
Great Mall of the Bay Area, parents
can shop while their kids skate, or
they can rest on a plush purple velvet
psychedelic couch.

Children can play in the park’s
arcade, or log onto computers that are
connected to the Internet (but only to
the Vans site and selected links).

The park is frequented by skating
pros Tony Alba, Steve Caballero and
Willie Santos, who sometimes offer
words of encouragement to amateur
skaters. The employees often can be
seen helping fallen skaters to their
feet - which helps puts parents at
ease, sincethey aren't allowed on the
course and must watch from behind
the gates.

SAN JOSE URBAN JOURNALISM
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Rollerbladers and
skateboarders flock
to local park

Story and photos by
Michael Grenz

MOSAIC STAFF WRITER
AND PHOTOGRAPHER

wih g

Roger Mihalke, 18, slides on a grind pole (above) at the Vans Skate F‘rk in Milpitas.
Conner McGrath, 7, walches a stdnt in awe (below).

VANS SKATE PARK

Hours: 10.a.m. to 11 p.m., every day.
Address: 1150 Great Mall Dr. in Milpitas.
Phone: (408) 262-0703

Allowed to skate: Skaters under 18 must
have a waiver signed by their parents.

Cost: Skalers can buy a membership for $50
ayear, which reduces the $11 to $14 per-ses-
sion fees to $7 to $9. Each session lasts two
hours, and there are six sessions in a day.

X-Games
roll back
into Bay

Second year: San Francisco hosts
ESPN event again; promoters
hope for attendance boost

By Jennifer Su

MOSAIC STAFF WRITER

Jonny Manak recalls a recent incident when he and
some friends went skateboarding in an industrial park-
ing lot. A few years ago, they might have been hassled.
But this time, when they yelled “We're training for the
X-Games!" they were taken seriously and allowed to
stay.

):’I think the X-Games have brought it to people’s
attention that skating exists,” said Manak, the 22-year-
old manager of Circle-a Skateboard Shop in San Jose and
a self-described “core skater.”

“It's rad because you turn the TV on, and you see
skating,” he said. “The X-Games have done good in
helping to establish skateboarding as a sport.”

PN‘s X-Games are retuming to San Frandsco
again next month, bringing more than 350 of the world's
best alternative athletes to compete in events such as
Aggressive In-Line Skating, Bicycle Stunt and
Skateboarding.

Last year’s games brought 270,000 spectators to San
Francisco, breaking the previous four X-Games atten-
dance records.

“The second year (in a city) seems a little easier to
plan,” said X-Games spokeswoman Katie Moses. “We
hope to increase the crowd count this year, and [ think
we will. San Francisco is definitely the biggest metro-
politan city we've been to for the X-Games.”

And it's been a positive pres-
ence for skaters and other

extreme athletes in the Bay Area. | SUMMER

Josh Clary of San Jose, and | N-GAMES W1
Brett Reid of Scotts Valley, aspir- . 3
ing X-Games athletes, spent a ;V;len. QT
recent summer day skating in ;

Plaza de Cesar Chavez in down- g:ﬁ;fscg.asnm ors
Eaiaios 30 and 32

Clary, 16, said he’s grateful For mum.
that he has the games to relate to. Ieformaton:

“T'm glad the X-Games were \.ﬂsi(espng(;
pushed back to a later date this [ Yie! ©5PR.90,
year, s0 viewers can choose | Sorm/exirem
whether they want to watch the | 00C627xgames.
Olympics or the X-Games,” he ’_‘m, et
said.

His friend, Emmanuel | [ andopen fo
Acosta, 15, said he doesn't feel | the public.

much of a connection to the X-

Games - and was upset that he

broke two skateboards - his and Clary’s - while practic-
ing tricks.

“1 enjoy skateboarding a lot, but just as a hobby,” he
said, "I would do it even without the X-Games’ exposure
to the sport.”

But Reid, who attended last year’s games in San
Francisco, can't deny that the X-Games has created a
new pool of ole models.

“Andrew Reynolds is awesome,” he said of his new
idol, a professional skateboarder.

Manak, the manager of the skateboard shop, said he
sees the benefit in the X-Games, but also feels the games
may have been established for the wrong reasons.
Before the X-Games, no one cared about skateboarders,
he said.

“They didn't (care) about us when we were trying to
establish ourselves. They gave us no support,” he said.
“Now they see skateboarding as a market to target
young kids, so they’re doing this.”

Teens, however, do take the sport seriously and con-
sider it to be a big part of their lives, he said. They’re will-
ing to do whatever it takes to practice when and where
they can.

“They don't let us skate downtown, but we take the
risk anyway,” Clary said.

Acosta said he thinks the city should build a skate
park that’s “free, downtown, and where all the main
skajlcls are.”

ustin Ryan Imamura, 17, is excited about the upcom-
ing X-Games and will work full-time as an Xcel volun-
teer at the event.

“It's crazy to see what you can do with a skateboard
or a bike,” said Imamura, a former skateboarder and
current bike stunt rider. “I can’t even imagine all the
things the athletes can do. It's a thrill to see danger. Just
{]0 bg there - it's an incredible feeling to watch it first-

and.

Teens flocking to ‘violent soap opera’

WWEF’'S POPULARITY CONTINUES TO GROW AMONG KIDS

MOSAIC STAFF REPORTER

For all the attention surrounding sporting events,
mavies, MTV, and pop music, one of the mest popu-
lar shows among kids features portrayals of pimps,
racial and violence against women.

On June 10, hordes of kids, many with their par-
ents, cheered as “The Godfather” pummeled his ene-
mies while keeping his women, or “hos” as he calls

in line.
INo, this wasn't the latest episode of “NYPD Blue,” it

‘was professional wrestling at San Jose Arena. The phe-
nomenon of World Wrestling Federation (WWF) and
other wrestling organizations has taken these shows t
new heights which can be seen in venues across the
country and on television sets amund the world.

One group enjoying this in-your-face entertain-
ment the most happens to be youth, according to rat-
ings experts and promoters who are banking on this
large audience.

When Dwayne Johnsan, known as “The Rock,”
laid the “smackdown” an opponent Chris Benoit
after the main event at the Arena, Danny Giddings,

13, and his friend Stacey Boitano, 14, were ecstatic.

“You dont know what's going to happen next,”
said Giddings, with his eyes glued to the ning.

His chaperone, a friend’s grandfather, Lou
Boitano, quickly interjected.

“I think it's a farce,” the 63-year-old said about
organized wrestling.

When the comment eamed the elder Boitano stares
from his grandson, he quickly added that he thinks
“there are a lot of other things for families to do.” Just
then he tumed 10 see his grandson and his friend mim-
icking the vanous pases of the newly-victorious “Rock.”
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