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BY VISHAL YADAV //
MOSAIC STAFF WRITER

One recent morning at 7 when many were 
either sleeping or on the dreary commute to 
work, about 20 soccer fans crowded Pich-
ardo’s restaurant on the outskirts of downtown 
San Jose.  

El Tri, Mexico’s national 
soccer team, was playing.

The fans, sporting jerseys 
with Mexico’s colors of 
green, white and red, and 
in one case, a Mexican 
wrestling mask, cheered 
their team as it played in 
the World Cup, the largest 
single-event sports party, 
with a worldwide audience 
of more than 1 billion.

Similar displays occurred throughout the Bay 
Area and the rest of the country as soccer, 
largely passed over as a spectator sport in the 

United States, turned into an American obses-
sion.

The United States’ final match against Ghana 
last month drew the highest viewership ever 
for a men’s World Cup game in this country, 
according to Nielsen Company, with 14.9 mil-
lion fans tuned in on ABC.

BY JILLIAN SALAS // 
MOSAIC STAFF WRITER 

PHOeNIx — With pain in his eyes, Fidel 
Lugo looked at his left arm. 

“They made it illegal in Arizona to be 
brown skinned,” said Lugo.

Lugo, a Mexican native who has lived 
in Arizona without documentation for 
almost a year, was one of several panel-
ists who spoke June 24 in Phoenix to a 
San Jose-based delegation representing 
Justice for Immigrants (JFI), a nonprofit 
sponsored by the Diocese of San Jose.

The delegation set out to learn more 
about the state’s immigrant community 
in the wake of SB1070, the controversial 
bill passed in April that is intended to help 

BY JAIMe ReAL//
MOSAIC STAFF WRITER

As Elisabeth Gonzáles was about to 
enter her senior year of high school five 
years ago she discovered a bitter reality 
that many other undocumented students 
planning to attend college have experi-
enced: Statistics suggested she would 
never get her degree.

“I was in a room of about 30 Latinos,” 
Gonzáles said of a class she took that 
helps students prepare for college. “They 
told us that only one of us was going to 
make it.”

One in 30.

WORLD CUP 2010: SOUtH AFRICA

KeVIN FLOReS // MOSAIC STAFF
The Vella family, front, and Uribe family, back, reacts 
to the screen at Pichardo’s restaurant in San Jose as 
they watch Mexico and Uruguay go head to head in 
the World Cup.
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ADRIAN cALDERoN // Adrian 
Calderon, 17, 
was born in the 
San Fernando 
Valley in 
Southern 
California, 
but grew up 
in San Jose 
where he graduated from 
Latino College Preparatory 
Academy this year. He plans to 
study political science at Point 
Loma Nazarene University in 
San Diego in the fall. Calderon 
enjoys writing poetry and 
taking photos, and his hobbies 
include playing soccer and 
watching comedy movies. A 
lover of “screamo” music, his 
favorite band is Underoath. He 
is proud of his Latino heritage 
and wants to help improve his 
community.

— KEVIN FLORES

kEVIN FLoREs // New York-
born Kevin Flores returned 
to the United States after 

two years 
in Mexico, 
and will be a 
junior at San 
Jose’s Escuela 
Popular. Flores, 
18, wants to 

help change the stereotypes 
of Latinos. He likes to listen 
to reggae, Spanish rock and 
alternative music. He wants to 
attend San Jose City College 
and San Jose State University 
to pursue his dream of studying 
photography.

— ADRIAN CALDERON 

mAGALI  “mAGGIE” 
JULIETTE mARIoN 
GAUThIER //
Magalie “Maggie” Juliette 
Marion Gauthier a Palo Alto 
native, was born to a French 
family 16 years ago. She 
attended an 
all-French 
school from 
pre-school to 
ninth grade.  
While attending 
International 
School of the Peninsula, 
Maggie was in a class of 12. 
When she started ninth grade, 
Maggie attended Mountain 
View High School — her first 
experience in an American 
school. Although she liked the 
freedom of an open campus, 
she missed the attention she 
received academically from a 
small school. In high school, 
she joined the soccer team 
and wrote for the school 
newspaper. Her passion for 
journalism happened as an 
accident. She thought it would 
look cool to have journalism 
experience in her college 
applications. Maggie was 
a participant in a Japanese 
exchange program, even 
though she didn’t understand 
a word in Japanese. However, 
she could speak French, 
English, and for the past six 
years, has been studying 
Spanish. Outside of school, 
Maggie enjoys reading books 
like “Flowers for Algernon,” 
because it reminded her of 
her sister’s experience with 
ADD. When she is not reading, 
Maggie likes to play video 
games like Kingdom Hearts. 
Maggie describes herself 
as “energetic, sometimes 
annoying, and talkative” but 
to all who know her she is an 
amazing person and a great 
friend.
— PAMELA SAMANTHA TAPIA

sUE kIm // Currently pursuing 
her passion for journalism, 
Leland High School senior Sue 
Kim has loved writing from a 
young age. Kim was inspired 

to become a 
journalist by 
the “Read This” 
teen page on 
the back of the 
Mercury News. 
Previously the 
Entertainment editor for her 
school newspaper, The Charger 
Account, Kim will be rejoining 
her staff this year as editor-in-
chief. She said she can’t wait 
to reform many aspects of her 
newspaper based on what she 
learned at Mosaic. If Kim had 
the chance to pursue any of 
her passions, she would love to 
become a fiction writer.

— ANNA SHEN

JULIAN mARENco // Julian 
Marenco, a junior at School 

of Arts and 
Enterprise in 
Pomona, is 
multitalented. 
He dances, 
skateboards 
and plays 
several 

different instruments, including 
the harmonica and guitar. But 
writing poetry is what he loves 
to do the most. Julian, 16, 
regularly performs his works 
at open mic nights in Southern 
California; he was a finalist 
to be on HBO’s “Brave New 
Voices.” One random fact: he 
had dreadlocks for two years.

— VISHAL YADAV

TEREsA LIU // Teresa Liu 
is a senior at Lynbrook High 
School in San 
Jose, where she 
serves as co-
editor-in-chief 
for her school 
paper The 
Epic. One thing 
that sticks out about Teresa 
is her preference in literature, 
including stories that pertain to 
real life, discoveries, and short 
stories. One personal favorite 
is “Blink” by Malcolm Gladwell. 
She also spends time playing 
badminton and writing short 
stories or poetry. She hopes 
to attend Amherst College 
or another small liberal arts 

college in the East Coast and 
one day would like to travel the 
world.
— JILLIAN SALAS 

JAImE REAL 
// Last year, 
Jaime Real 
stood among 
an angry 
crowd in a rural 
Mexican village 
trying to convince the locals 
to trust him and his friends 
while they set up a recycling 
system. Jaime, 17, says he’s 
just an ordinary teen, albeit one 
who enjoys taking on varying 
adventures. (He even went as 
far as putting up with me for 
two weeks.) An incoming senior 
at Eastside College Prep in 
East Palo Alto, Jaime will serve 
as co-editor-in-chief of the 
Eastside Panther. He applied 
for Mosaic to learn skills he can 
use for his school paper. After 
the Mosaic workshop ends, 
Jaime plans to spend a month 
in Wyoming to learn survival 
skills — and experience yet 
another adventure. 

— MARCOS VARGAS

ELIZABETh sABINIANo // A 
cute smile and a stellar laugh 
best describe 
Elizabeth 
Sabiniano, 
who will be a 
senior at James 
Lick High in 
the fall. She’s 
the youngest 
of seven siblings and speaks 
Tagalog, the language of her 
native Philippines. Sabiniano, 
16, moved to the United States 
three years ago. She will be 
a senior editor for her school 
newspaper, the Observer. 
Sabiniano discovered her 
journalistic talent when the 
yearbook teacher suggested 
she apply for the Mosaic 
summer workshop. Sabiniano 
plans to leave Mosaic with a 
stronger sense of the world 
of journalism. She wants to 
study math and psychology 
at Berkeley. When not texting, 
Sabiniano loves to eat, sleep 

and randomly talk to strangers, 
especially about “tween” 
sensation, Justin Beiber. 
In three words, Sabiniano 
describes herself as lazy, tubby 
and funny. 

— COURTNEY THARP

JILLIAN sALAs // Jillian Salas, 
17, will be a 
senior in the 
fall at Ruben 
S. Ayala High 
School in Chino 
Hills. In eighth 
grade, she 
picked magazine editor for her 
career essay. After two years 
of experience on her school 
paper, the Bulldog Times, Jillian 
will be editor-in-chief starting in 
the fall. One of her main goals 
is to promote more team unity 
with a staff of more than 40. 
She wants to attend New York 
University, where she hopes 
to major in journalism and 
perhaps another subject. After 
college, she would like to work 
for Rolling Stone magazine 
because it combines all of the 
elements she loves — music, 
traveling and journalism. 

— TERESA LIU

ANNA shEN // An incoming 
senior at Saratoga High 
School, Anna Shen originally 
joined her 
school 
newspaper 
just to fulfill 
her elective 
credits. After 
enjoying her 
time on her newspaper staff as 
a layout artist, she will return 
to The Saratoga Falcon this 
year as a head copy editor. 
Besides journalism, Shen 
is also interested in science 
and medicine. She’s involved 
with a youth council for 
Hepatitis B and has interned 
at UC San Francisco. She is 
currently interning at Stanford 
University. She hopes to 
attend Yale University for 
college, with hopes of one day 
becoming a cardiovascular 
physician.

— SUE KIM

PAmELA sAmANThA TAPIA // 
Pamela Samantha Tapia, also 
known as Pam, was born in 
Oakland and raised in Mexico. 

She has 
been living in 
California for 
three years. 
Her favorite 
subject in 
school is math 

because “it has no language. 
It’s the same in every country.” 
Pamela, 16, also enjoys playing 
guitar, piano, video games, 
soccer and basketball. Her 
older brother encouraged her 
to play sports. She misses 
Mexico but visits as often as 
she can. 

— MAGALI GAUTHIER

coURTNEY ThARP // 
Sarcastic, imaginative, and 
athletic: the three words that 
describe Westmont High 
School senior 
Courtney 
Tharp. She’s of 
Italian decent 
with other 
European 
“ingredients.” 
Her eyes change color from 
blue green to electric blue. 
She has been playing soccer 
for eleven years although 
watching soccer games is not 
a habit of hers. Fun, quirky, 
outgoing and easy to talk to, 
Tharp is the perfect roommate 
for an all-night fun, who says 
the most random thing no one 
else could think of when she’s 
sleep deprived. She has been 
dying her hair since eighth 
grade and has experimented 
with all colors except green and 
blue. Random adventures are 
what my “redhead” roommate 
is all about. She has enjoyed 
shopping-cart racing, grass 
rolling, roof climbing, and 
fence jumping — if making 
weird noises is an adventure 
then that’s part of Courtney’s 
random escapades as well. 

— ELIZABETH SABINIANO

mARcos VARGAs // Alisal 
High senior Marcos Vargas 
will not only be editor-in-chief 
for his school paper but also 
for the yearbook. Marcos 
describes himself as “a total 
nerd” who enjoys the game 
World of Warcraft and often 
spends his time reading sci-
fi and thriller books. Marcos, 

17, came to 
Mosaic to 
experience the 
lifestyle of a 
professional 
reporter but 
hopes to 

become a surgeon. The Salinas 
native embraces the philosophy 
of TV personality Mike Rowe, 
saying that “although I don’t 
want to be a reporter I find that 
the best way to live life is to not 
necessarily follow your passion 
but to always bring it with you.”

— JAIME REAL

VIshAL YADAV // Vishal enjoys 
the simple things in life: music, 
sleeping, and writing.  He has 
played the piano for eight 
years before 
he quit due to 
circumstances 
beyond 
his control. 
However, he 
now plays 
the guitar. 
He goes to Mission San Jose 
High School in Fremont.  He 
will be an editor of Arts and 
Entertainment in his high 
school newspaper called The 
Smoke Signal. His favorite 
television show is the Big Bang 
Theory because he feels that 
the life of two nerds resonates 
to him. In the future he plans to 
apply to Stanford where he will 
find a major that suits him.  

— JULIAN MARENCO
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BY ANNA shEN AND VIshAL YADAV //
MOSAIC STAFF WRITERS

“THIS…IS…SPARTA!” Well no, not quite. 
Welcome to the Spartan Daily newsroom 

at San Jose State University, where during the 
summer of 2010, 14 high school students from all 
over California joined forces for the annual Mo-
saic High School Urban Journalism Workshop. 

 For two weeks, students learned how to 
be real journalists, while having a little fun after 
deadline.

Whether it was staying up late at night play-
ing truth or dare, or getting the wind knocked 
out of them by hard-hitting journalist Sean 
Webby, the 2010 Mosaic staff laughed through 
it all.

The staff learned how to become acquain-
tances, colleagues and most importantly, friends 
through one common passion — journalism. 

They shared common paranoia after watch-
ing the suspense thriller Paranormal Activity and 
excitement from an intense game of Ninja. 

The staff worked hard while still finding time 
to break out into Katy Perry’s “California Gurls.” 
Sporadic outbreaks of “Bieber Fever” were also 
reported.

Although most of the Mosaic staff were 
members of their high school journalism pro-
grams, they had never experienced the working 
environment of a real newsroom. From making 
hundreds of phone calls to having rough drafts 
ripped apart by editors, the Mosaic staff was 
able to feel, taste and breathe raw journalism.

“I thought it was really interesting how actual 
journalists came to talk to us and shared their 
experiences,” said Leland High School senior 
Sue Kim. “You got a sense of [what] real journal-
ism is like and I thought that was pretty invalu-
able.”

Although the group’s interactions started 
with awkward silences and spaced-out stares, 

the students gradually went out of their comfort 
zones to talk to those who might have intimi-
dated them at first.

Magali Gauthier made an effort to talk to the 
flaming redhead Courtney Tharp. The 4-foot-11 
Elizabeth Sabiniano went out of her way to talk 
to the 5-foot-9 Marcos Vargas.

By leaping out of their comfort zones, the 
Mosaic staff stopped being shy around each 
other and started teasing their fellow journalists.

Mosaic staffers challenged Anna Shen’s 
ability to survive in the ghetto and poked fun at 
Adrian Calderon’s questionable arguments.

“I thought we were all going to be cliquey 
and we weren’t going to talk to each other,” said 
senior Sabiniano. “Now, we’re making fun of 
each other and we’re all really close.”

After a few days of reporting lessons, a car 
fire put the Mosaic staff’s journalistic skills to 
the test. 

“We were having dinner when Anna noticed 
smoke in the distance,” said senior Vargas. 
“After rushing out, we sprinted a few blocks 
to find a burning car with the fire department 
already there. We learned that a story can break 
any minute and you have to be ready to go ask 
questions.”

After the life-changing experiences these stu-
dents had in Mosaic, they can walk away feeling 
confident in their journalistic abilities. 

They can also look forward to bringing new 
ideas to their own school papers, or possibly 
even pursuing journalism in the future. 

“In this program, you are not only able to 
experience the intensity that a professional jour-
nalist goes through, but also bond and come 
together as a family with your fellow staff,” said 
Jaime Real. “I’d like to thank the editors who 
put in the work to help us grow as journalists 
and the staff for being not only unforgettable 
friends, but one of the most sublime staffs I’ve 
been a part of.”

BLOOD, SWEAT, AND BYLINES



An average of 2.9 million 
watched each of the first 16 
games of the 2006 World Cup. 
The figure has soared to 3.35 
million for the same period 
during the 2010 tournament in 
South Africa.

“In a way, this phenomenon 
with the World Cup is like a 
cicada coming out of its hiberna-
tion,” said Sean Webby, a San 
Jose Mercury News reporter and 
World Cup blogger.

The buzz is at odds with the 
United States’ normal relation-
ship with soccer. In a country 
enamored of basketball, baseball 
and football, soccer is finally 
making its presence heard as the 
World Cup draws to a conclusion 
July 11 in South Africa.

And special moments in the 
matches certainly haven’t hurt. 

Landon Donovan’s goal with two 
minutes left in the U.S.-Algeria 
game captured the nation’s 
imagination. As 20-year-old 
Mitch Horrillo, a fan of the San 
Jose Earthquakes and the U.S. 
team, said, “You’ve just got to 
believe. The game’s not over 
until that last whistle’s blown.”

Like the Olympics, the World 
Cup fuels passion and national-
ism of sorts.

“[The World Cup] works be-
cause it creates national pride,” 
said Robert Lee, 46, of Fairfield, 
a Brazilian fan who watched his 
team’s game from Joao’s Res-
taurant in Santa Clara.

U.S. soccer promoters now 
want to transfer the love of the 
World Cup to a love of soccer. 
And it appears the Bay Area’s 
local pro soccer team is working 
to make that happen.

When Joao’s showed the 
Brazil-Portugal game last week, 
two representatives of the  Earth-
quakes had set up a table with a 

banner and promotional materi-
als to interest the restaurant’s 
clientele.

The team repeated the effort 
the next morning at bowling alley 
Strike Cupertino, where almost 
500 Koreans gathered to watch 
South Korea play in the round 
of 16, which Uruguay eventually 
won.

When the United States fell 
to Ghana 2-1 last weekend, its 
magical World Cup run came to 
an abrupt end, and soccer pro-
moters lost a big chance to sell 
the sport in America.

It’s not clear whether Major 
League Soccer, the U.S. soc-
cer equivalent of the NFL and 
the NBA, will benefit from World 
Cup mania. After all, the United 
States reached the quarterfinals 
in 2002, but the MLS fan base 
didn’t see any significant growth.

However, MLS started in 
1996, so it was still in its growing 
stages in 2002.

As the United States con-

tinues to improve as a soccer-
playing nation, some say it will 
begin to earn respect. With such 
recognition it can build an audi-
ence and develop better players. 

And with an increased inter-
est, the United States might start 

attracting such superstar talents 
as Brazil’s Kaká and Argentina’s 
Lionel Messi.

If and when that happens, 
perhaps the United States will 
become a significant player in 
the World Cup.

BY COURTNEY THARP//
MOSAIC STAFF WRITER

As a middle school student 
eight years ago, Priscilla Meza 
had to sneak out to join her soc-
cer team because her mother 
didn’t believe girls should play the 
sport. Meza had to save lunch 
money to purchase soccer gear. 

“I always had to convince 
my mom to (allow me to) play 
soccer,” said Meza, 22, now a 
member of the Mexican women’s 
soccer team. “She thought that it 
was a guy’s sport.”

Meza’s experience under-
scores the struggles women face 
when competing in the ath-
letic world. While many women 
embrace sports as much as 
men, the opportunities, fans and 
money to help them fulfill their 
dreams aren’t always available.

 “I never really saw myself as 
a guy, but thought I deserved the 
same rights,” Meza said recently 
by telephone. “It’s what I love; 
it’s what I have a passion for.” 

 While attending Watsonville 
High, Meza lived on her own 
because both parents were in 
prison on drug charges. Now, 
Meza is juggling a life as a wait-
ress and an elite soccer player.

Her passion for the sport is 
shared by thousands of young 
women who have discovered 

they are sometimes considered 
second-class citizens when it 
comes to recognition and re-
spect in their sport.

Even 38 years after the pass-
ing of gender-equality legisla-
tion known as Title IX that has 
helped thousands of women 
get the chance to compete in 
high school and college sports, 
females still face discrimination. 

 “We need girls to fight for 
their right to play sports,” said 
Jamie Firmage, marketing direc-
tor of Vivo Girls Sports, a web-

site that offers nutritional facts, 
inspirational stories about female 
athletes, fitness routines and 
advice on everything else a girl 
needs to be a successful athlete. 

One of those inspiring stories 
came from Stanford’s Tara 
VanDerveer, who coaches one 
of the country’s most success-
ful women’s collegiate basket-
ball programs. She has often 
shared a story about growing 
up in a community in New York 
that didn’t readily accept female 
athletes.

 “At one of our camps, I was 
telling the young girls that I 
didn’t get to play in high school,” 
VanDerveer recounted in April 
at the NCAA championships. 
“One little girl, she was about 
8, raised her hand and asked, 
‘Why couldn’t you play in high 
school?’ I asked the other kids 
if anyone could answer that 
question. Another little 8-year-
old girl raised her hand and said, 
‘Sexism.’”

Lindsey Weaver, a volleyball 
player for Luther College in Iowa, 
told VivoGS she is bothered by 
the lack of respect when almost 
half the athletes participating in 
school sports are women.

 “With this trend, you would 
think society would at least 
modify itself to make room for 
the female athlete,” Weaver said. 
“But sadly this is far from the 
case.”

“Society seems to expect 
us to look good, not play good. 
Well, hey, society: I am a real 
athlete. Deal with it.” 

Added Firmage, the Vivo 
marketing director: “More women 
think of family first and are in con-
flict of pursuing careers (in sports) 
that require travel and personal 
sacrifice. We’re at a tipping point 
with retailers, too. There’s no 
more one-size-fits-all.” 

There’s no longer “one-size-
fits-all” when it comes to athletic 
dreams, either.

Just ask Elisabeth Gordon, 
a basketball star at San Jose’s 
Archbishop Mitty High, who 
plans to play for Harvard next 
season. She played for one of 
the state’s marquee programs.

However, the Mitty boys 
basketball team received more 
attention than the girls team, 
and reached the NorCal final last 
season. 

“At our games, our only 
crowd would be the parents and 
a few friends,” said Gordon, the 
San Jose Mercury News’ girl 
player of the year.

The players asked the student 
government leaders to help ad-
vertise their games.

“We basically had to pick 
which big nights we wanted a 
crowd,” said Gordon, the sister 
of 6-foot-9 New Mexico forward 
Drew Gordon. “They had us sit 
down and pick out the two most 
important games of the season, 
and that would be the only time 
they promoted the games or 
made announcements.”

It has been a rugged road 
for female high school athletes 
throughout the years. But groups 
such as the Women’s Sports 
Foundation and the Bay Area 
Women’s Sports Initiative have 
formed to help promote women’s 
participation in athletics.

The groups can appreciate 
what it took for Priscilla Meza to 
make the Mexican team while 
pulling down shifts at a Watson-
ville restaurant.

“My past definitely pushed 
me to do better,” she said. 
“There was no room for slack.”
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Female athletes continue 
to confront obstacles 
despite Title IX 

Respect still 
comes hard 
nearly 4 decades 
after landmark 
legislation
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San Jose resident Katie Failner, 13, plays softball at the All Skills Development Camp at Santa Clara University.

Female teenage athletes play softball at the All Skills Development 
Camp at Santa Clara University.

At our games, our only crowd would 
be the parents and a few friends.”

 — ELIzABETH GORDON, sAN JOsE mERCURY NEws  
GIRLs’ BAskETBALL PLAYER OF THE YEAR

“

kEVIN FLOREs // MOSAIC STAFF
A group of soccer fans watch Brazil and Portugal go head to head in 
the World Cup at Joao’s Restaurant in Campbell.



The average Latino student 
who knows anything about 
affirmative action will probably 
tell you he or she loves it.

Affirmative action is a pol-
icy that, among other things, 
encourages public schools to 
give minority students apply-

ing to college 
an upper 
hand.

I am a 
17-year-old 
Latino from a 
low-income 
family who 
will be ap-
plying to 
college next 

year, and affirmative action 
can definitely help me get into 
a better college. I did better 
than average on the SAT, a 
widely accepted examination 
test for college admission. 

But my score of 1560 is 
not considered very high 
either. They will also tell you 
that compared with Asians 
and whites, my score is rather 
low.

But I don’t want that help. I 
don’t need that help.

If I know my people, we 
have a lot of pride. And I take 
as an insult that we should be 
simply given this boost as if 
we can’t function without it.

I understand the good in-
tentions of affirmative action. 
It’s to help disadvantaged 
students from low-income 
schools and those who re-
ceive bad scores. 

But I still don’t think we 
need it. Actually, I think it has 
a negative influence on us.

Political activist and 
businessman, Ward Connerly, 
71, an African-American who 
famously opposes affirmative 
action, uses a metaphor to 
illustrate his argument.

He describes disad-
vantaged minorities as zoo 
animals. We are accustomed 
to having affirmative action 
always there to help us in our 
journey to success, just as 
zoo animals are accustomed 
to having their zoo keeper 
give them food and shelter.

However, if you let the ani-
mals go free in the wild, they 
will surely die. Why? Because 
the animals are not prepared 
to take on the real world.

The same goes for minori-
ties. If minorities depend on 
affirmative action, they are 
setting themselves up for 
failure because they do not 
have the academic skills to be 
successful.

I believe we should accept 
reality for the time being. Most 
of us aren’t as well-educated 
as whites or Asians and most 
of us cannot get into the best 
schools.

Now, I will say this much, 
Asians and whites have an 
advantage over minorities. A 
2008 San Jose Mercury News 
article explained that Asians 
and whites are pushed to 
study harder by peer pres-
sure. Many Latino and black 
students are pressured to 
receive lower grades.

Asians and whites are usu-
ally more successful than we 
are academically because of 
the way they are brought up 
through school. So what do 
we do?

We should suck it up.
Life isn’t fair. That is 

reality.  Perhaps we have a 
disadvantage but that just 
means we have to overcome 
it and stop whining about 
our problems. Avoid the peer 
pressure to fail and do your 
best to succeed.

There is no need to pity us 
through affirmative action.
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Homegirls find 
help to build 
gang-free lives 
BY PAmELA TAPIA //
MoSAIC STAff WrITer

Angelica franco was wanted 
for the murder of a rival gang 
member.  She ran from Monterey 
County police for safe ground 
in San Jose.  She knew she 
couldn’t go back and had to for-
get about seeing her homeboys 
and homegirls.  No one could 
know where she was hiding.  
franco thought she was being 
wrongfully accused and was sure 
no one would believe her.  She 
did something she never would 
have done before.  She turned to 
Jesus Christ for help.

“Before I thought there was 
no God,” franco said. “I felt like 
God had forgotten me.  I was 
like, God, who’s God? He has 
never done anything for me.”

She found God and an 
escape from gangs at Victory 
outreach Church, a Christian 
church that reaches out to for-
mer gang members, alcoholics, 
drug addicts, and other people 
with problems.  

When franco was 19, she 
left her gang the traditional 
way:  She was “jumped out” in 
a beating by gangbangers. Now 
27, she feels lucky. others girls 
who try to get out of gangs have 
been threatened, badly beaten 
or killed.  

Churches and secular orga-
nizations have developed pro-
grams to help girls leave the gang 
lifestyle and violence behind, and 
build new relationships, indepen-
dence and self-pride.

“More girls are being involved 
in gangs,” said Jennifer ramirez, 
a recovery counselor at the 
Silicon Valley YWCA. “They feel 
if they ask for help they will be 
viewed as snitches and be intimi-
dated more than before.” 

A study last year by the Na-
tional Gang Intelligence Center 
found that gang membership has 
been increasing rapidly among 
teenage girls.  Another study that 
year by the National Council on 
Crime and Delinquency ranked 
“young females as the fastest 
growing offenders in the national 
juvenile justice population.”

All-girl gangs have received 
less attention from research-
ers and police, concludes the 
National Gang Threat Assess-
ment of 2009.  Most interven-
tion programs try to help female 
gang members escape abusive 
environments. 

Like most girls who join 
gangs, franco wanted to be 
accepted, to be part of a family 
outside of home.  At age nine, 

she joined a Sureno, or southern,  
gang in Monterey and later cre-
ated her own girl gang, the Third 
Street Lokas.  franco spent her 
junior and senior years of high 
school in juvenile custody.

franco first went to Vic-
tory outreach to hide from the 
law but gradually accepted the 
church’s help and faith.  How-
ever, she still went to prison for 
conspiracy to commit murder.

“It was hard leaving it all, it 
was all I knew; but I knew if I 
stayed I would end up six feet 
under,” franco said.

 After release from prison, 
she found a job, earned a high 
school diploma, entered a job-
training program and became 
a hospital administrator.  She 
bought a house for her parents.

“Leaving the gang made me 
realize that I can be someone 
better,” she said.  “I don’t have 
to be a drop out, a traitor or a 

thug.  The first step for me was 
education.”

The counseling philosophy 
at Victory outreach is to have 
an open mind and not judge the 
girls and young women based on 
their pasts.  Counselors are more 
delicate with the girls because 
many of them have been sexu-
ally abused or come from broken 
families. But they have to be 
tough too.

“The trick is to listen and 
love,” said robert rios, a Victory 
outreach counselor. “Counselors 
need to have the passion to be 
able to connect with the person.”

While a faith-based approach 
to gangs helped franco, other 
girls and women turn to tradition-
al social services and counseling 
programs for help.  

Marie Gonzalez, now 38, went 
to Clean Slate, a program that 
emphasizes job training, building 
social skills, and psychological 
counseling.

Born and raised in San Jose, 
she was a third-generation 
member of the Nuestra familia 
gang. After joining at age 11, she 
had her first child at 15 and her 
second child at age 17.

She realized she had to get 
out when her homeboys and girls 
didn’t protect her kids during a 
drive-by shooting. 

“I remember that everyone 
ducked and covered but no one 
threw their bodies over my kids 
to protect them … no one even 
asked if my kids were alright.”

Clean Slate removed her 14 
tattoos, and gave her hours of 
counseling and job training. She 
learned how to type, dress well 
and speak during interviews. 
She learned how to be a normal 
human being in public places like 

church and shopping malls.  
“They were like the parents I 

never had,” said Gonzalez, who 
now works at Clean Slate as a 
counselor. “They cared for me 
and checked up on me fre-
quently.”

one of the best-known anti-
gang counselors in San Jose 
is Maria Perez, 48, and a drug-
abuse counselor at Support 
Systems.

“It’s worth breaking out of 
that lifestyle,” she said. “Seek 
out people to talk to … If you risk 
your life to stay in the gang, why 
not risk your life to get out?  Do 
not wait to die.”

The moment of truth for Perez 
came at a party as she unknow-
ingly talked with a boy who be-
longed to a rival gang.  When her 
homeboys attacked him wildly, 
they recklessly stabbed her, too.  
She was also only 19 years old.

“They were not supposed to 
do that,” she said. “We were like 
family. There were other ways to 
get me out of  the way but not to 
stab me.” 

Perez, then known as “Lil Ma-
rie,” realized she had to create a 
brand-new life.  She first turned 
to Victory outreach, where she 
co-founded Cease fire, a pro-
gram designed to create peace 
between rival gangs.  

She often visits high schools 
and advises young women how 
to leave and stay away from 
gangs. She tells them gangs are 
deceptive and they should make 
a life and identity for themselves. 
She said being a former homegirl 
helps her connect with the young 
women. 

“I was so tired of fearing for 
my life,” Perez said. “I felt like I 
lived a long time.”

ADRIAN cALDERoN // MoSAIC STAff PHoToGrAPHS 
A portrait of Maria Perez during an interview at Support Systems organization in San Jose, where she 
helps adults overcome substance abuse.

Girls in gangs: It’s hard to leave

City of San Jose Parks, recre-
ation and Neighborhood Ser-
vices, Youth Intervention Ser-
vices member, Marie Gonzalez, 
an ex-gang member, works with 
teenagers at Hank Lopez Com-
munity Center in San Jose.

Jaime Real

IN mY 
oPINIoN

JULIAN D. mARENco //
MoSAIC STAff WrITer

rodrigo Paniagua Jr.’s fifth-
grade teacher noticed that as the 
week came to the end, her stu-
dent’s glowing face would show 
signs of melancholy and despair.  
That’s because the weekend 
meant his father would 
brutally assault his family 
once again.

“That household was 
poison,” said defense 
attorney Traci owens 
during the final phase of 
Paniagua’s murder trial 
on June 28. 

Paniagua, 33, was 
convicted in June on four counts 
of murder in the first degree and 
one count of arson. In october 
2005, he murdered his five-
month pregnant girlfriend, Leticia 
Chavez, as well as daughters, 
AnaLisa, 3, and Adrina, 6.

When he was done, Paniagua 
set his house on fire in order to 
cover up any evidence.

Thursday, Paniagua was 
sentenced to death by a unani-
mous decision. It was the first 
death sentence handed down by 
a Santa Clara County jury in  
13 years.  

Deputy District Attorney Matt 
Braker said after the announce-

ment, “The full measure of the 
crime should be reflected in the 
punishment. I feel that has been 
done here.’’

 In Paniagua’s defense, 
owens argued that his child-
hood abuse, mental instability 
and lack of a role model when 
he was growing up made this 

once innocent child a 
murderer.

She argued for life 
without parole as the 
means of punishment.  

“It is not necessary 
to kill a person who is 
not a threat,” owens 
said.

In order for Paniagua 
to receive the death penalty, all 
jurors must decide on the verdict 
unanimously.

The prosecutor Braker ar-
gued, “The brutality of the crime 
justifies death.” 

Braker recited the gruesome 
details of the murders to the jury.

Paniagua entered the house 
from the garage in the early 
morning hours, crept inside and 
went to the bedroom where his 
girlfriend and his two daughters 
were sleeping together in the 
couple’s bed. As he lay down 
beside her, he contemplated his 
next move with a knife clutched 
in his hand. 

He used the back of the knife 
to inflict the first blow on his 
girlfriend and then stabbed her 
14 times. Most of the wounds 
were not lethal, and she tried 
to fight him off, judging by the 
defensive wounds on her hands, 
the prosecutor said. 

The last stab wound, inflicted 
in her stomach, went in two to 
four inches. The five-month-old 
fetus inside her suffocated due 
to the lack of blood pumped 
through the umbilical cord. 

In a matter of minutes, 
Paniagua had killed his first two 
victims.

He then stabbed his six-year-
old daughter 14 times, including 
two slashing wounds.  Bruises 
were found on her hands and 
wrist.

finally he stabbed his three-
year-old daughter six times. five 
of the wounds were non-lethal.

He burned the house in order 
to cover up any evidence that 
might have implicated him in the 
killings.

As firefighters rushed over to 
extinguish the fire, police found 
Paniagua standing in the drive-
way, soaked in blood, holding a 
cigarette. They later found the 
weapon in nearby bushes.  

“If that doesn’t justify the 
death penalty, I don’t know what 

does,” the prosecutor said.
The last Santa Clara County 

death sentence was handed 
down to three Nuestra familia 
gang members for multiple kill-
ings.

Paniagua’s relatives and 
teachers testified about his 
childhood suffering to sway the 
jury to pick life imprisonment 
without the possibility of parole. 

Life  in prison would be a 
“hopeless existence at the bot-
tom of the prison hierarchy,” ow-
ens said. The knowledge that his 
days will never get better should 
serve as the ultimate punishment 
for him, his attorney said.  His 
youthfulness and strength will 
leave him as each year goes by 
and eventually he will disappear 
within the prison system as the 
victim’s family go on with their 
lives.

 “one more funeral will not 
make things better,’’ owens said.

However, prosecutor Braker 
argued that a life sentence 
would be “showing leniency” to 
the murderer given his record of 
domestic violence, burglary, and 
drug possession. “Sympathy 
for the family is not a legitimate 
consideration,” Braker said.

Braker said the death penalty 
was the only way “to achieve 
justice.”

Man who murdered family receives 
death penalty despite plea for leniency

Paniagua Jr.

Hard work, 
not affirmative 
action, is key  
to success

If minorities depend 
on affirmative action, 
they are setting 
themselves up for 
failure because they 
do not have the 
academic skills to 
be successful.



Proposition 8, a state ballot 
initiative approved by California 
voters in 2008, limited 
marriage to between one 
man and one woman.

It was a mistake.
Society shouldn’t 

look at gays and lesbi-
ans as outcasts; they’re 
human beings, like 
anyone else.

As humans, we 
should all enjoy the 
same basic rights – no 
matter what our race, 
gender or sexual orientation 
might be. Everyone deserves the 
right to love, to marry, to speak 
or to live. To deny these rights is 
to deny equality. I embrace and 
support diversity, but why cre-
ate unnecessary divisions when 
those various groups are just 
going to criticize each other? It’s 
pointless. 

Prop. 8 effectively reversed a 
state Supreme Court ruling that 
legalized gay marriage.

It isn’t fair that voters would 
prohibit same-sex marriage after 
the courts determined that it was 
OK. 

Supporters of Prop. 8 have 
argued that heterosexual mar-
riage is an essential institution 

of society. They believed that 
keeping the law would have re-

sulted in public schools 
promoting gay marriage. 

The idea that gay 
marriage is wrong is 
based on personal 
ideology, not fact. 
Therefore it is not a 
logical reason to deny 
homosexuals the right 
to marry. 

I know a handful 
of teenagers who are 
afraid to divulge their 

sexual orientation for fear of be-
ing threatened or disappointing 
their parents. 

Even at a young age, some 
teachers and parents encourage 
kids to be themselves and exper-
iment with their creative flow. But 
upon entering high school, peer 
pressure often mutes originality 
as teenagers attempt to fit in. 

Statistics show that one in 
20 are homosexual. As of 2006, 
about 9 million gays and lesbians 
lived in the United States, ac-
cording to the Williams Institute, 
a think tank at the UCLA School 
of Law that studies sexual 
orientation. They have become 
another group of outcasts on the 
receiving end of discrimination. 

It is difficult to discuss the 
pros and cons of Prop. 8 without 
addressing religion. The proposi-
tion was the epitome of com-
bining church and state. Some 
religions and churches are hypo-
critical in their judgment toward 
the gay and lesbian community.

For example, the Catholic 
Church publically opposes gay 
marriage yet it condones respect 
and acceptance of homosexu-
als. Gays and Christians, in fact, 
are not mutually exclusive. But 
many churches associate gays 
with sin and reject them because 
of their lifestyle. The Bible says 
that any attraction to the same 
sex is a lustful abomination and 
an unnatural sin. But why would 
Christians believe such a thing 
after claiming that they are non-
judgmental and that God loves 
everyone?

Gays and lesbians will contin-
ue to make themselves known to 
the world, whether society likes 
it or not. Events such as the Gay 
Pride Parade that recently took 
place in San Francisco dem-
onstrate the willpower to bring 
awareness and fellowship. 

As long as people yearn to 
stand out, there will be people 
who want them to stand down. 

Prop. 8 denies basic rights to gays, lesbians

Courtney 
Tharp

IN MY 
OPINION
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MAGALI GAUThIER // MOSAIC STAFF
Three San Jose firefighters examine a Century Buick that caught 
fire June 25 on 5th Street near San Carlos. The car’s windows and 
windshield shattered from the heat. The vehicle’s owner and the 
cause of the fire are unknown.

Fiery end

BY ELIzABETh sABINIANO //
MOSAIC STAFF WRITER

The problems really started 
when James Howard was 4 and 
his father was murdered.

Howard, not his real name, is 
a high school senior in Los An-
geles. Since he was 13, he has 
had recurring thoughts of suicide 
when he has faced hard times. 
He attempted suicide three times 
by overdosing, stabbing and 
then hanging himself.

“After my first attempt, I 
found it hard to connect with my 
friends,” Howard said. “I couldn’t 
build any emotional connection.”

Suicide is the third leading 
cause of death among people 
aged 15-24, according to a 2006 
study released by the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC). 

The rate of suicide among 
people aged of 15 and 24 in 
the United States is 6.9 per 
100,000, the study said. 

Depression may lead people 
to attempt suicide. Bipolar and 
personality disorders also may 
lead to suicide attempts.

Mental, behavioral, or emo-
tional problems afflict one out 
of five children, according to 
the National Institute of Mental 
Health (NIMH). One in eight 
may suffer from depression. 

The rate of depression 
rises every year, according to 
Roberta Corson, 66, a San 
Jose-based psychologist who 
specializes in depression and 
relationship issues.

Corson advises parents and 
teens to watch for common 
signs of depression, such as 
constant feelings of unhap-
piness; irritability or tension; 
worthlessness and hopeless-
ness; guilty feelings; and 
thoughts of suicide or death.

Howard experienced several 
of these feelings, both before 
and after his suicide attempts.

“At the end of the day, you 
don’t care about your friends, 
your family and even yourself,” 
he said.

Depression is common 
among high school students, 
Corson says. “Sometimes, 
people don’t even know they 
are depressed.”

Depression can take sev-
eral forms. A person with minor 
depression may not feel greatly 
affected, but a person with major 
depression may feel as if the de-
pression rules over his or her life .

A susceptibility to de-
pression can be inherited, or 
depending on the biochemistry 
of the brain, depression can 
develop,.

 Teenage girls are more likely 
to develop depression than 
teenage boys, according to the 
NIMH.

Suicide attempts may be 
linked to alcohol abuse and the 
emotional burden of unresolved 
issues, as well as impulsivity 
and feelings of worthlessness 
and isolation. 

In addition, Corson said, 
“People with a family history of 
suicide are most likely to com-
mit suicide.”

In Howard’s case, depression 
was only one problem. He also 
was diagnosed with Borderline 

Personality Disorder (BPD), a 
serious mental illness distin-
guished by persistent instability 
in moods, personal relationships, 
self-identity and manners. 

Because of this disorder, 
Howard struggles with managing 
relationships, fears the thought of 
abandonment, and has chronic 
feelings of emptiness. 

Besides having a “rough 
childhood,” Howard was re-
jected by the first girl he liked in 
middle school and lost a close 
friend to suicide. 

All these incidents preceded 
Howard’s first suicide attempt.

Today, Howard still fears be-
ing abandoned. He says that he 
does not care about others as 
much as he used to.

Whenever a problem arises, 
he says that he “keeps it to 
[himself]” and tries to escape 
by, for instance, taking drugs 
and alcohol. 

“I started needing drugs in 
a sense that it helps [me] forget 
more,” and reduce stress, he 
said. 

Howard’s thoughts of sui-
cide increase when even simple 
problems arise. He does not 
care about others because his 
disorder prevents him from be-
coming too attached to anyone.

Howard has a “high risk” of 
committing suicide, accord-
ing to Corson, because he has 
been through a lot of trauma 
since he was young and has 
previously attempted suicide.

Together with depression, 
Howard’s personality disorder 
disrupts his life until he be-
comes “impulsive.” His extreme 
mood swings lead him to “dis-
sociate” from others.

People with BPD usually 
have intense mood swings, 
which are similar to the mood 
swings of bipolar disorder, 
but are usually linked to social 
relationships. 

Howard often tells lies. He 
is reluctant to tell other people 
about his problems.

People with BPD are “very 
vulnerable,” Corson said. “They 
don’t have any boundaries and 
they manipulate others uncon-
sciously.”

When people afflicted with 
the disorder feel hurt, they usu-
ally “detach” themselves, she 
added. When angry, however, 
they can be dangerous. 

Howard’s situation is wor-
risome and tricky, Corson said 
especially because he does not 
see any reason to ask for help.

Corson said that depressed 
people may hear bullying voices, 
which relate negative thoughts. 
To live a happier and healthier 
life, people who hear such voices 
must learn how to fight them. 

Corson advised Howard to 
consult a professional psychol-
ogist, whom he must “trust…
completely.”

People with BPD and 
depression need understand-
ing, love, and support, Corson 
said. With enough support, they 
may break through their self-
imposed barriers.

When they reach out, Cor-
son said, “ We should be ready 
to extend our helping hands to 
them.”

emotional 
disorders may 
lead to suicide
People with depression, other disorders 
need professional help – and understanding

ArreST in THe PArK
San Jose police arrested a 20-year-old man June 
24 for assault during Music in the Park at Cesar 
Chavez Plaza. Police said the unidentified victim, 
who suffered facial bruises, is 20. San Jose’s free 
downtown concert series is being held Thursdays 
until Aug. 26.

ADRIAN CALDERON //  
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At the early age of 16, I lost 
hope in the Catholic Church. 

I saw that what had once 
been a holy beacon of light 
for me had been built upon 
the bones of others. 
I dropped out of the 
church because of the 
corruption and hypocriti-
cal standing the church 
had developed from the 
Crusades to the Span-
ish Inquisition and most 
recently to the cover-up 
of pedophile priests. 

I started looking for 
another way to live my 
life. I thought it was horrible to 
live in the shadow of a corrupt 
organization.

As you can probably imagine, 
my decision to leave the church 
caused some problems within 
my family. It led to confrontations 
and animosity. That is a separate 
story altogether and better left 
for another time.

When I went through my reve-
lation, I started down a long path 
to find myself. My beliefs were in 
complete disarray.

I began walking on my own 
long, confusing road to Damas-
cus.

I had no idea what I wanted 
to believe in. I was lost and had 
no idea of what path I should 
follow. I just knew I had to set 
morals to live by. The rest would 
come on its own.

To start my search for myself 
I went to the one place I felt 
safe, a place that had become 
my home away from home: my 

community swimming pool. 
There, I was able to concentrate 
and think while swimming, which 
kept out distracting noises. 

After some time of silent 
thinking, I also began 
to read books from the 
likes of Mark Twain, 
Shakespeare and Dante. 

From Twain’s “The 
Prince and the Pauper” I 
learned that two people 
of completely different 
backgrounds could find 
similarities with each 
other. 

Mentally, I looked 
through my experiences to find 
my philosophy. I remembered 
what I’d done and who had 
taught me lessons worthy of a 
place in my memory. I remem-
bered what some of my teach-
ers told me and I thought about 
what I should follow throughout 
my life.

I remember a time when my 
favorite teacher, Mr. Chaidez, 
told me that goals are a huge 
part of life, but they are only 
worth the accomplishment if 
earned without hurting others.

I also tried to remember 
things I’d done that made me 
feel proud and things that I 
regretted, to make sure I either 
repeated my positive actions or 
stayed away from the negative. 
My greatest regret was a lie I told 
about a friend, who ended up 
suffering for my sin.  

I understood that certain feel-
ings arose when I caused pain 
in someone else. I felt regret, 

personal pain and compassion 
whenever I made someone else 
feel bad, so I strained to be kind 
to everyone I knew. I chose to 
follow some teachings of Ca-
tholicism and at the same time 
reject the foul leadership.

I later decided that selfishness 
was a horrible trait. I preferred to 
be kind, giving, and put fairness 
above all else. I refused to gain 
anything from the loss of others. 
To me a victory drenched in the 
blood of others felt like a loss.

Another main staple of my 
beliefs was to accept everyone, 
even if I disliked aspects of their 
personality. I understood that 
I was incredibly odd and had 
no right to unreasonably dislike 
someone, so I felt that I should 
be able to befriend everyone.

The final decision I made for 
my beliefs was something I did 
not expect to continue. I felt a 
longing to find what had cre-
ated everything in the universe. I 
didn’t think the scientist’s simple 
explanation of an explosion 
and random chance could have 
yielded our world.

I continued my belief in an om-
nipotent being. Maybe this entity 
even caused the Big Bang. I don’t 
think any religion has the proper 
concept of this being, because a 
truly kind or wrathful “God” would 
not allow the presence of those 
who went against it.  

When I think about it, I think 
Abraham Lincoln had it best 
when he said, “When I do good, 
I feel good; when I do bad, I feel 
bad, and that is my religion.”

Leaving the Catholic Church prompts 
personal search for lifelong moral code

Marcos 
Vargas

IN MY 
OPINION
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ThE EconomY + EDUcATIon

BY AnnA shEn //
Mosaic staff Writer

Pink slip—two words no 
teacher wants to hear — are all 
too familiar for music teacher 
rosemary fernandez.

fernandez, a professional 
clarinetist who holds a master’s 
degree in Music Performance, 
has been pink-slipped eight times 
in the past 10 years. 

she was just as devastated by 
her most recent pink slip in 2009 
as she was by her first pink slip 
in 1999.

although fernandez loves 
teaching and cares greatly about 
the quality of her students’ edu-
cation, she acknowledges her 
days in the teaching field may be 
over. 

“i never thought that i would 
be in this place,” said fernandez, 
who has been unemployed for al-
most a year. “When i went in [the 
teaching profession], it was with 
the idea that i would retire at 65.” 

“and now, i’m in my early 50s 
and i have another 15 years left 
to work, but i can’t get a job as a 
music teacher. i think i’m pretty 
much resolved to the fact that 
my teaching music days are over. 
i really hate saying that and it 
breaks my heart to say that, but i 
really believe it’s true.” 

in the midst of one of the 
worst budget crisis’ in california 
state history, fernandez is not 
alone. 

More than 26,000 teachers 

were laid off in the last year, ac-
cording to the state Department 
of education. 

class sizes in many schools 
have increased, while teacher 
morale has plummeted. 

“teachers should not give 
up hope; the state economy is 
bound to get better,” said Mike 
Myslinski, of the california teach-
ers’ association (cta). “right 
now, we have a teacher shortage, 
so every teacher counts. We need 
young teachers to stay hopeful 
and to stay in the profession.”

california’s layoff system is 

based on seniority rather than 
merit: New teachers always are 
cut first, no matter how talented 
they may be.

 fernandez thinks older 
teachers should retire in order to 
make way for a new generation of 
teachers who are the future of the 
teaching profession.

“teachers need to support the 
younger teachers,” said fernan-
dez. “they need to understand 
that these young teachers just 

need to feel welcomed in the 
teaching profession and a lot of 
times they don’t.” 

the cta strongly supports 
seniority rights.

“at the local level, teachers 
should challenge the process of 
their school districts giving out 
pink slips,” said Myslinski. “We 
want them to tell school boards 
that cuts should be tipped away 
from the classroom—as far 
away as possible. When you cut 
teachers, you really disrupt local 
schools.”

evergreen school District in 
san Jose has been forced to let 
go of many teachers and staff 
members. 

evergreen pink-slipped 189 
teachers in March and 74 classi-

fied employees are still unsure of 
whether they will have a job the 
next school year.

“the silicon Valley needs an 
educated workforce for people to 
work in the silicon Valley com-
panies and that is why the public 
schools play such a critical role 
here,” said Myslinski. “it is hard 
for the schools to turn out highly 
educated workers if the state is 
trying to continue cutting educa-
tion as deeply as it is. it’s criti-
cal that the state makes public 

schools a top priority.”
a few districts, such as Los 

Gatos-saratoga Union High 
school District (LGsUHsD), seem 
to be unaffected by this financial 
crisis. 

although LGsUHsD sent 
out only three pink slips and 
increased class sizes by half a 
student per class, the district still 
worries about the general welfare 
of the californian teaching com-
munity.

“i worry about young teachers 
getting disillusioned and just quit-
ting the profession, because by 
now, they’ve [been] laid off mul-
tiple times and they’ve thought 
‘I can’t do this, I need to find 
a stable job’ ” said LGsUHsD 
superintendent cary Matsuoka. 
“We’ll get past it; teachers just 
need to hang in there.”

With nearly $17 billion cut 
from the californian public educa-
tion system —$3,000 per student, 
according to the cta — parents 
can’t help but worry about the 
future quality of their children’s 
education. 

“i worry that my student won’t 
have the quality of education he 
deserves after I’ve paid signifi-
cant property taxes and income 
taxes to the state for 30 years,” 
said Kathy Waite, whose son is a 
senior at saratoga High school. 
“i’ve been paying in and would 
like the benefit of that.”

for all disheartened teachers, 
saratoga High school english 
teacher cathy Head serves as a 
beacon of hope during this time 
of crisis.

Head has been pink slipped 
twice in her teaching career. she 
now has tenure and chairs the 

english Department. 
she empathizes greatly with 

teachers who are having a hard 
time finding employment.

“My advice to those who 
have been cut and those who 
feel their jobs may be in jeopardy 
is to apply everywhere they see 
a position open for which they 
are qualified,” said Head. “Most 
importantly, [teachers] shouldn’t 
take the pink slip as a judgment 
of their worth.”

in fremont, students and 
parents organized in May to raise 
$4.5 million to save teachers’ 
jobs. so far, save fremont stu-
dents, the parent group, and sfs 
Workforce, a student organization 
with 150 volunteers, have raised 
$240,000 and saved two teach-
ers’ from being cut.

With larger classes, fewer 
counselors and class cuts, sfs 
students said they need to take 
advantage of every educational 
opportunity.

“throughout [high school], 
teachers have undeniably played 
an important role in shaping who 
i am today,” said rebecca Xing, 
co-president of sfs Workforce 
and a Mission san Jose High 
school student. “the individual 
attention that each teacher could 
spare me, the time they took out 
of their days to check up on me, 
these things are more precious 
than most people may expect.” 

“When i think about a future 
where children might not have the 
same support system that i had, 
i’m worried. Less teachers means 
less individual time for each 
student, and that could mean the 
difference between failure and 
success.”

Teachers lose jobs, hope in budget crisis
morale falls as schools cut 
teachers, counselors, classes

I think I’m pretty much resolved to 
the fact that my teaching music 
days are over. I really hate saying 
that and it breaks my heart to say 
that, but I really believe it’s true.” 

— RosEmARY FERnAnDEz

“

BY mARcos VARGAs //
Mosaic staff Writer

opening an acceptance letter 
is a moment of sheer adrenaline, 
bliss and relief — until you realize 
that you cannot pay for your top 
choice of college.

Brianna Manes was a stu-
dent with near-perfect grades at 
Pacifica High school in Orange 
county. Hoping to become a 
biologist, the red-headed and 
freckled young woman applied to 
stanford University, Uc Berkeley 
and UcLa. she was ecstatic 
when Berkeley accepted her, and 
she had  the opportunity to study 
molecular and cell biology.

But the Great recession stole 
a great opportunity. 

Unable to find a job after 
months of trying, the 18-year-old 
decided to attend a university 
offering more financial aid than 
Berkeley but almost no biology 
classes. since the economic 
downturn started in late 2007, 
more and more students appear 
to be choosing financial aid over 
the best possible college educa-
tion.

“i really wish the Ucs had 
the money to offer students who 
can’t pay,” said Manes, who 
didn’t want to burden her strug-
gling, single mother with debt.

Manes chose to go to Pep-
perdine University, which has 
only two biology courses, but is 
giving her $26,000 a year in addi-
tion to federal grants. 

“it’s not prestigious,” said 
Manes, “but i want to go for the 
money they offer.”

Manes is just one of many 
students who sacrifice their edu-
cational dreams and settle for 
less or leave school to find a job 
and simply survive.

While Manes will continue 
to pursue a bachelor’s degree, 
others may be forced to leave 
school altogether.  

David Hernandez, 20, 
dropped out of a private vo-
cational school, where he was 
studying auto mechanics. after 
he was laid off a month ago from 
his job, he enrolled at De anza 
community college in cupertino 
for general studies.

 “once i have the money, the 
plan is to go back to the classes 
i was taking,” said Hernandez, 
who likes to wear his baseball 

back backwards over a long 
pony tail. “if i can’t, i’ll just have 
to study here and look for work.”

counselors at community 
colleges in the san Jose area 
have noticed a trend of students 
in similar situations. they are 
seeing more students rely on the 
community colleges as cheaper 
alternatives or last-resort 
schools.

“the bottom line for students 
is, who’s giving more money,” 
said Vicky Moreno, a De anza 
academic adviser. she said 
unemployed students like Her-
nandez are mostly interested in 
the highest amount of financial 
aid they can get, even if it throws 
them off their career tracks. 

according to a UcLa study, 

almost 70% of students attend-
ing a four-year college were wor-
ried about paying their tuition. 
this percentage is the highest 
in 12 years. the report from 
the school’s Higher education 
research institute also showed 
that 4.5 percent of the fresh-
man surveyed had fathers who 
were unemployed. the students 
surveyed in 2009 had the highest 
amount of unemployed parents 
in 30 years.

eric alvarez, a football player 
at De Anza, cannot find a stable 
job and is working menial ones 
to earn any amount of money. 
Under the circumstances, alva-
rez says that his hope, to study 
at the University of southern 
california, seems too far off.

 “it’s just hard, you know,” 
said alvarez. “i have to ask my 
aunt and my neighbors if i could 
cut their grass or wash their 
cars to get some money in my 
pocket.” 

Because the recession has 
forced deep budget cuts in 
public school funding, De anza 
counselors say  students are 
aiming more often for private 
schools, where they will have a 
better chance of receiving finan-
cial aid than at state schools.

 With $6 billion cut from 
public education in california this 
year alone, the budget for the 
free application for student aid 
Program is considerably smaller. 
fafsa grants are based on 
need, with amounts ranging from 
$600 to $5,350.  

Moreno said that many more 
students at De anza are applying 
for scholarships than in previ-
ous years. While in recent years 
some smaller scholarships had 
as few as 10 applicants, she is 
now seeing twice as many. 

 across silicon Valley at san 
Jose city college, some of the 
counselors and financial aid 
advisors are noticing a similar 
trend. 

financial aid adviser Den-
nis Matsumoto said that all the 
public schools are taking big hits 
from the recession. He said the 
amount of scholarship money 
from all sources remains the 
same, but state cuts and under-
employment are producing more 
competition among students. 

 “too many things have been 
hurt,” Matusumoto said. 

Xuan Nguyen, a shy 18-year-
old freshman at De anza, 
couldn’t find a summer  job. He 
said his father was forced into 
early retirement recently, and 
his older brother struggles to 
support the family in cupertino. 
Nguyen wants to become a com-
puter designer.

 “With things the way they 
are now,” he said with a sigh, “i 
don’t think I’ll be able to finish 
my education.” 

Dreams on hold students put off college, 
settle for other schools 
as financial aid declines

kEVIn FLoREs // Mosaic staff
college students wait for the admissions and record cashier at De anza college in cupertino, on June 24.

I have to ask my aunt and my 
neighbors if I could cut their grass or 
wash their cars to get some money 
in my pocket.”      — ERIc ALVAREz, sTUDEnT

“
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curb immigration flow, control 
drug trafficking, and reduce the 
crime rate.  

Latino Americans and other 
anti-SB1070 activists believe the 
law will encourage racial profiling 
and violate civil rights.

“We’re trying to set an objec-
tive platform by inviting people 
from both sides” to discuss the 
effect of the law,” said Monica 
Padilla, president of the Public 
Relations Student Society of 
America. “We’re going to find 
the facts, come back here, and 
we are going to present it to our 
community.”

JFI organization leaders, 
program co-chair Jill Malone and 
director Father Jon Pedigo said 
the delegation wasn’t there to 
tell people what they should and 
shouldn’t do, but rather to learn 
everything they could. 

“I came here to research and 
talk to the people here to see 
what happens. I want an under-
standing on how it affects the 
community and share this with 
ours to prevent this,” Malone 
said.

Some of the most compelling 
testimony came from Lugo, who 
doesn’t speak a word of English, 
but tried desperately to explain 
how Arizona’s new immigration 
law has hurt him.      

On April 20, three days before 
SB1070 was signed into law, 
Lugo was  laid off by Pro’s Ranch 
Market after an audit conducted 
by the Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) found 300 
of the company’s employees, 
including Lugo, to be working 
illegally. 

As a result of the audit, all 
workers for the Pro’s Ranch Mar-
ket must fill out forms that prove 
they are able to work legally in 
the United States.

Employers have to carry 
these forms at all times and, 
upon request, turn them over to 
ICE agents for inspection. 

The terminated workers re-

ceived an immigration-resource 
list, a CD saying goodbye from 
the Pro’s Ranch Market president 
and the attorney protecting their 
rights, and a $250 grocery gift 
card.

Lugo broke down in tears 
when he spoke about the hope-
lessness immigrants feel in the 
state.

“When someone needs help 
there is nowhere to go and when 
you find it, they tell you they’ll 
help,” said Lugo. “ But it is an 
illusion and in the end you are 
deportable like you are nothing.” 

Lugo believes JFI  “has the 
will to help immigrants, but in 
Arizona it is impossible”.

Lugo wanted the delega-
tion to understand his personal 
dilemma.

“I have a will to feel free. It 
has been 11 years since I’ve felt 

free. I would like to fight for my 
people,” he said. “ I don’t care if 
I die, as long as I do something. 
I’m here now because I want to 
help the people who don’t have 
rights, but I don’t know how.”

Also on hand to speak with 
the delegation was a group of 
Arizona conservatives who stood 
on both sides of the issue. 

Those native Arizonans in-
cluded Brendan Walsh, executive 
director for Central Arizonans for 
a Sustainable Economy (CASE), 
former State Attorney General 
Grant Woods, and Neville Cra-
mer, a former INS special agent 
and author of “ Immigration 
Chaos - Solutions to an Ameri-
can Crisis.”

Walsh began by saying “our 
association and community is 
struggling with how to integrate 
ourselves into the immigrant situ-

ation,” referring to CASE and the 
overall effect of the law. 

“So it’s empowering that folks 
like you want to hear from us 
and learn from us,” he said. “This 
is very important to our grow-
ing delegation because other 
foundations don’t want to go to 
Arizona.”

Cramer and Woods, former 
allies who trained police officials 
on the legal aspects of SB1070, 
engaged in an impromptu debate.

Woods worked under the 
mayor’s group that set the policy 
and for Arizona Gov. Jan Brewer. 
He has since changed his stance 
on the law.

“[The law], it’s unconstitution-
al,” Woods said. “Civil rights are 
Republican and Democratic. But 
practically speaking, I don’t think 
you can have it both ways. It’s all 
one-sided. We have a problem 
and the people got tired waiting 
for federal government. This is 
negative all over Arizona.” 

Woods comments prompted 
Apolonio Morales, Communica-
tions and Development Director 
of the Contra Costa Interfaith 
Supporting Community Organi-
zation of San Jose, to call him 
“the Republican with a golden 
heart.”

Cramer spoke of the neces-
sity of limiting immigration. 

“I’m in favor of creating the 
right thing maybe for the wrong 
reason,” said Cramer. “If you give 
individuals a path of citizenship, 
then that means 60 million more 
people in our country. We can’t 
have that. It will overwhelm every 
social reform.” 

Cramer passed around a stack 
of guides detailing U.S. travel and 
identity documents.  His point: 

Immigrants need to take the 
proper channels to achieve legal 
residency and citizenship.

Arizona Public Service Direc-
tor Marty Schultz said, “I think it 
is unfair to punish my state, my 
colleagues, and our economy by 
promoting boycotts.” 

Cramer said boycotts only 
hurt the state’s residents, which 
consist of more than 50 percent 
of Latinos. He said protestors 
refuse to help Arizona gain eco-
nomic prosperity. 

JFI members offered their 
ideas and opinions to the Arizo-
nan panelists.

Morales said it is “very 
strategic for folks to point at the 
immigrants. But when we bring 
in laws to give the green light to 
treat people differently, we will 
see through the years how it will 
differ from when it first started. It 
creates a wall.”

Santa Clara County Supervi-
sor Dave Cortese said pursuing 
illegal immigrants is counterpro-
ductive,  “All of our residents 
can come to get health care and 
public assistance without fear.” 

Panelists asked JFI to publi-
cize topics that citizens outside 
of Arizona need to know.

The state has low voter turn-
out — in one district of 55,000 
registered voters, only 7,000 vot-
ed and 700 are Latino, accord-
ing to Walsh.  That needs to be 
drastically improved by unions or 
other organizations, he said.    

Pro-immigration rights panel-
ists said every worker needs to 
know their rights. Among their 
suggestions was that churches 
break the forces that separate 
ministries by ethnicity. 

They also agreed that what 
damages the state most are the 
boycotts. 

Organizations such as Somos 
America, which helped Lugo sur-
vive his lay off, and out-of-state 
union leaders should realize that 
the people who are losing their 
jobs are the very people who are 
hurt by the boycott. 

“We are boycotting the wrong 
people,” said Woods. “We need 
to boycott the politicians and not 
the businesses.”

Gonzáles (not her real name 
didn’t let the odds discourage 
her. A San Jose State University 
sophomore who plans to pursue 
a career as an editor, she is on 
track to earn a bachelor’s degree 
in 2012.

“I refuse to be another statis-
tic,” Gonzáles said. 

It hasn’t been easy. Gonzáles, 
21, has had to navigate the com-
plex higher education bureaucra-
cy by hiding behind phony social 
security numbers and fake IDs to 
remain enrolled at SJSU.

At a time when Arizona 
lawmakers passed the country’s 
strictest illegal immigration law, 
people such as Gonzáles under-
score a growing problem: How 
can they improve their lives when 
lacking proper documentation to 
take full advantage of America’s 
educational opportunities?

According to studies from the 
Pew Hispanic Center and the 
Urban Institute, about 65,000 un-
documented students graduate 
annually from U.S. high schools.  
Seven thousand to 13,000 enroll 
in colleges.

The biggest issue for un-
documented college students 
is money. They cannot qualify 
for federal or state financial aid 
such as grants, work-study jobs 
or loan programs, according to 
Educators for Fair Consideration, 
a Bay Area group that helps 
students get to college.

California is one of 11 states 
that allows undocumented 
residents to qualify for in-state 
tuition. 

“I was brought up thinking 
if you have education you have 
everything, but my parents didn’t 
really know anything, so I had 
to learn everything on my own,” 
Gonzáles said. “I had to be my 
own parent.”

According to Pew Hispanic 
Center studies, 95 percent of 
Latinos want their children to 
go to college, but 77 percent of 
parents believe it’s impossible.

Gonzales’ mother, 42, came 
from a rural Mexican town where 

she worked on a farm and spent 
only one year in school at age 
15. Her father, 40, dropped out 
just before high school.

Because of her parents’ lack 
of education, Gonzales had little 
knowledge of the law or what it 
meant to be an undocumented 
student. The only thing her 
parents understood is that they 
were required to file taxes – even 
when paid in cash.

Although it is a small part of 
the immigration debate, some 
say noncitizens shouldn’t be al-
lowed to attend public colleges 
unless they pay out-of-country 

tuition.
Republican Colorado state 

Sen. Bill Cadman once told 
the Denver Post that granting 
undocumented residents in-state 
tuition was like saying, “If their 
parents robbed a bank, their kids 
could keep the money.”

But people such as Gonzáles 
have spent much of their lives 
in the United States sometimes 
leading some of them to create 
false personas. 

“It’s like having two identi-
ties,” Gonzáles said. “To my 
friends I’m just a sad little child 
who doesn’t know anything 

about the world.”
Because Gonzáles has a 

secret, she has ready excuses 
why she doesn’t drive, travel or 
go to clubs.

“I want to be a normal college 
student, but I can’t,” Gonzáles 
said.

Mexican native María Vargas, 
a CSU Monterey Bay sopho-
more, said she transferred from 
Sonoma State because she 
couldn’t relate to the majority-
white student population.

“The transition to college 
was difficult because I couldn’t 
connect as an undocumented 
student,” said Vargas (not her 
real name). “So I transferred to 
a smaller school where people 
could understand me better.” 

She found more Latinos at 
Monterey Bay, and now feels at 

ease.
Vargas hopes her experience 

can help her younger sister Gua-
dalupe, 17, who attends Eastside 
College Prep in East Palo Alto. 

Guadalupe Vargas,  (not her 
real name) believes she has 
learned a lot from her sister, but 
that knowledge doesn’t make 
finding money for college any 
easier.   

“You have to motivate your-
self because no one else will 
help you,” she said.

Gonzáles, whose sister is a 
college sophomore and a citizen 
by virtue of being born in the 
U.S., worries her siblings haven’t 
learned enough from her experi-
ence.

“I would’ve thought that after 
watching me struggle so much, 
she would try more,” Gonzáles 
said. “It’s frustrating to see other 
people who are born here and 
don’t take advantage of the 
many opportunities they have.”

Vargas has been able to pay 
her $18,000 annual tuition, in-
cluding living expenses, through 
a scholarship. She is one of the 
lucky ones because it’s difficult 
to secure scholarship money.

 Students without scholar-
ships must find full-time jobs 
while keeping up with their stud-
ies. 

“It’s this vicious cycle that 
never ends,” Gonzales said.
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Undocumented resident Maria Vargas (not her real name) has a scholarship to attend Cal State Monterey 
Bay, but it is still difficult for her.
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Father Jon Pedigo of San Jose talks to Arizona reporters about a 
controversial immigration bill.

It has been 11 years since I’ve felt free. I 
would like to fight for my people. I don’t 
care if I die … I’m here now because I 
want to help the people who don’t have 
rights, but I don’t know how.”  
— FIDEL LUGo, An ImmIGRAnt FRom mEXIco

“

You have to motivate yourself 
because no one else will help you.”

— hIGh schooL stUDEnt GUADALUPE VARGAs“

Elisabeth Gonzáles (not her real 
name) has struggled to stay in 
school at San Jose State Univer-
sity.
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Antonio Anaya hates the wait.
As the 16-year-old Downtown 

College Prep junior cranes his 
neck to check for the next light-
rail train, he scrolls through his 
iPod in an annoyed search. He 
pulls his phone from his pocket to 
text a friend, thumbs deftly flying 
across the keyboard in tune with 
his anxious watch.

 A couple of benches down, 
another young light-rail com-
muter, Silver Angeli, 15, replays 
the exact set of motions.

 Within minutes, a bell tolls, 
signaling the approaching train. 
Stowing her phone away into 
her clutch, Angeli disappears 
into the nearest compartment 
and is soon off to Santa Teresa, 
where her grandmother lives. 

For Silver and Antonio – just 
like many other Santa Clara 
County youth – public transporta-
tion is the most convenient, if not 
only, way to get around town. 

Based on a 2005 on-board 
customer survey, the Valley 
Transportation Authority (VTA) 

estimates that youths comprise 
13 percent of its ridership. 

According to VTA spokes-
woman Brandi Childress, a little 
more than 54,000 youth monthly 
Flash passes were sold between 
January and December of 2009. 
Additionally, 2,140 Summer Blast 
passes, special seasonal discount 
passes, were sold last year.

“VTA appreciates and values 
its youth riders,” Childress said. 

Youth ridership is higher dur-
ing the school year than during 
summer because VTA coordinates 
its routes with high school bell 
schedules during the school year.

“It’s useful, especially for 

kids who don’t have cars,” said 
Angeli, whose parents work full 
time. She’s too young to get her 
permit, let alone drive a car.

Other teenagers around the 
South Bay face similar situations 
every day. 

The VTA steps in to bridge the 
gap in transit by providing 75 bus 
routes and three light-rail lines, 
which stretch from Mountain 
View and Palo Alto to Gilroy and 
Morgan Hill.

However, due to the recession 
and a decline in sales revenue, 
VTA was forced to cut back bus 
and light-rail service. Routes were 
shifted or cut altogether, straining 

both customers and VTA opera-
tors alike.

Jose Garcia, 16, from Gunder-
son High School, has been riding 
public transportation for 10 years. 
He acknowledged the schedule 
changes were inconvenient at 
first, but were necessary, consid-
ering the financial crisis.

Robert Estorga of Gilroy, a 
VTA bus operator for 24 years, 
disagrees. 

“Every line pays for itself,” he 
said.

When riders attempt to avoid 
paying their fare, Estorga said, 
lines might ultimately be cut if 
they are no longer profitable.  

The fare evasion rate last year 
was estimated at 5 percent, with 
youth accounting for 18 percent 
of the total citations issued. 

To offset this, VTA encourages 
youth to take public transporta-
tion by offering its annual Sum-
mer Blast Pass, which is good 
until Aug. 31, at select locations. 

The passes cost $75 – a sig-
nificant deal for regular riders in 
comparison to the monthly rate of 
$45. 

In cooperation with partners 
such as Cold Stone Creamery, 
Great America, Gilroy Gardens, 
Pizza My Heart and Raging Wa-
ters, each Summer Blast Pass in-
cludes various promotional offers. 

The Summer Blast Pass also 
provides youth riders the oppor-
tunity to win one of 10 Westfield 
Mall gift certificates valued at 
$100 each. 

With offers such as the Sum-
mer Blast Pass, VTA aims to 
reach out to youth and emphasize 
the value of public transportation.  

Stephanie Martinez, a 14-year-
old student at Fremont High 
School, can attest to the system’s 
convenience. 

“I couldn’t go anywhere else 
then. It would take hours to go 
home,” said Martinez, who lives in 
Sunnyvale. 

 As she took the light rail 
heading toward Alum Rock, she 
had two shopping bags slung 
over one arm – one from Forever 
21 and the other from Hot Topic. 
She adjusted the straps, reveal-
ing her brightly painted turquoise 
nails.

Her mother, sister and two 
younger brothers are also in the 
light-rail train with her, on their 
way home from Oakridge Mall in 
San Jose. 

Martinez’s family only has one 
car, which her father drives to 
work every day. As a result, her 
family regularly relies on VTA.

“It hasn’t really changed my 
life,” she said. “But it’s made it a 
lot easier.” 

BY TERESA LIU //
MOSAIC STAFF WRITER
 

When Kim Emanuel, owner of 
Montclair Soaps, first designed 
a website for his line of prod-
ucts, he thought that just putting 
descriptions of his soaps online 
would immediately attract cus-
tomers to the site.

It didn’t work. 
The lack of customers 

prompted Emanuel to try a more 
conventional approach: peddle 
his products at the Cambrian 
Park farmers market as a way to 
introduce them through word of 
mouth. 

 “The farmers markets are a 
great vehicle to introduce a prod-
uct onto the Web. I put my Web 
address on everything. I give out 
samples with the Web address, 
I give out business cards with 
the Web address and it’s worked 
very well.” 

The customers who buy his 
products online make up about a 
quarter of his business. 

Montclair Soaps, based in 
Oakland, represents a slow 
but steady movement of local 
farmers and artisans who are 
considering moving ahead on 
the technology spectrum — from 
hands-savvy to tech-savvy — to 
expand their businesses. 

However, for some business-
es, this is easier said than done 
with many factors blocking what 
could be a smooth transition to 
online. 

Technology is often seen as 
a double-edged sword for local 
farmers, especially for those 
operating smaller businesses. 
Consumer-friendly websites help 
people find out where farmers 
markets are being held as well 
as provide information about 
companies, including how to buy 
products through mail orders. 

However, most farm owners 
don’t just idle in front of comput-
ers all day; they often help run 
farms and complete similar tasks 
as their employees. In such cas-
es, not only is lack of resources a 
hindrance to expanding to online, 
but also a lack of time. 

Gilbert Mohtes-Chan, who 
works for Community Alliance 
with Family Farmers (CAFF), said 
such technology concerns are 
not unusual. 

“Some older farmers aren’t 
comfortable because it’s some-
thing new, they don’t have the 
resources, or maybe they don’t 
have time to invest in the Inter-
net,” he said. 

Shaun Dickey, manager of 
Native Revival Nursery of Aptos, 

echoes similar sentiments. 
“I can do anything on comput-

ers now because I’ve had such a 
broad experience with every level 
of it,” said Dickey, 26. “It’s 
kind of how like you say 
‘you can’t always teach an 
old dog new tricks,’ for a lot 
of people, like my parents, 
they just don’t get the 
whole technology thing … 
they got their lives estab-
lished and it’s quite a lot to 
learn.” 

It’s also difficult for older 
farmers, who have always 
relied on word of mouth to 
boost their sales, to fully 
appreciate how technol-
ogy can be applied to their 
business model. 

 In addition, the cost 
of maintaining a website 
scares off farmers such 
as Yolanda Walsh, co-owner of 
Walsh Family Produce of Orland. 

 “The cost of having to get 
someone to do the Web page for 
me, trying to figure out how to 
get PayPal to work, not getting 
support from PayPal, and with 
not having DSL already —I  felt 
like I was just throwing away 
money,” Walsh said one day at a 
San Jose farmers market. 

Walsh, like Emanuel, is skepti-
cal that many potential con-
sumers would find her website 
among the thousands offering 

similar products. She isn’t sure 
she would give the Internet 
another try, while Emanuel has 
continued to pursue online busi-
ness. 

Doubtful farmers such as 
Walsh could be motivated by 
the success stories of Montclair 
Soaps and Native Revival Nurs-
ery, both of which are examples 
of businesses that have discov-

ered the benefits of selling online. 
Other than creating a more 

user-friendly website, Dickey 
said that another benefit for Na-

tive Revival Nursery is the 
$2,000 saved by no longer 
mailing newsletters to his 
2,600 customers. Now he 
reaches them with a mere 
click of the mouse.  

In addition to designing 
his own website, Emanuel 
uses Free Way Pro, that 
combines Pay Pal and a 
shopping cart to create an 
efficient, self-maintained 
website for little cost.

 Emanuel has taken this 
transition-to-technology 
trend a step farther as he 
extends his tech usage to 
not only advertise his prod-
ucts but to also solve the 
credit card dilemma that 

many farmers face.
 With the use of conventional 

online payment credit systems 
called gateways, the money isn’t 
deposited into the account for 
weeks. This is because banks 
don’t usually process a vendor’s 
credit transactions but instead 
outsource them to a differ-
ent company, often offshore. A 
combination of slow and indirect 

transaction processing, expen-
sive cost of a wireless battery 
terminal and outsourced custom-
er service results in most farmers 
only accepting cash payments. 

Emanuel pointed to AppNin-
jas’ iSwipe credit card app on his 
iPhone and said, “Enter this.”

 The refurbished iPhone costs 
$90, the app costs $1, and “Pay 
Pal puts the money in your bank 
account in about eight minutes 
… . It’s brilliant.” 

 Aside from using the iPhone 
app and the accessible, rela-
tively inexpensive Free Way Pro, 
seeking assistance from com-
munity organizations or local 
youth groups also is an option for 
farmers and artisans who aren’t 
comfortable with web designing. 

Mark F. Small, co-owner of 
Small Bees of Los Gatos, said 
Santa Clara University students 
enhanced his website for one of 
their marketing class projects. 

As for Emanuel, the shift along 
the technology spectrum has 
helped increase sales and im-
prove his products with increased 
customer feedback. It also has 
led to expanding the business.  

 The latest venues for Mont-
clair Soaps: retail stores and 
small boutiques. 
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Farmers, small businesses 
work their way onto the Web

MAGALI GAUThIER // MOSAIC STAFF PHOTOGRAPHS
Jared Borba, from Aromas, sells his produce at San Jose’s Cambrian Park farmer’s market.

MAGALI GAUThIER // MOSAIC STAFF
San Jose State University student Jessica Han, 18, takes the light rail 
home in San Jose.

Youth catch a ride on buses, light rail
Summer pass 
offers discount, 
attractions

Hands-savvy farmers  
and artisans are  
becoming tech savvy
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I have a 17-year-old friend 
who’s eight months pregnant. 
Her name is Brenda Silva. 

She’s a smart girl with big 
dreams. When everyone learned 
that she was pregnant, we were 
all shocked. 

Her friends and boyfriend 
pressured her to have an abor-
tion. Her mother and father made 
her feel that she was a disap-
pointment. They even thought 
about kicking her out of the 
house. 

None of this changed Silva’s 
mind.

“I’m so glad I didn’t [get an 
abortion],” Silva said. “I realized I 
love this baby.”

I admire her for having the 
courage to keep the baby despite 
the problems she had and still 
may face.

According to a 2006 report 
from the Guttmacher Institute, 
fewer pregnant teens are choos-
ing abortion. 

That same year, the 
National Campaign 
to Prevent Teen and 
Unplanned Pregnancy 
reported that there are 
750,000 teen pregnan-
cies every year. Eight in 
10 of them are unin-
tended.

The teen abortion 
rate decreased from 46 
percent in 1986 to 32 
percent in 2006. 

Some may argue that teen-
age mothers can’t raise their own 
children because they’re still kids 
themselves, and that putting the 
baby up for adoption may be a 
better option than keeping it.

Teen parents will be burdened 
by money problems and might 
survive only by going on welfare.

I know that get-
ting pregnant at such a 
young age is the result 
of poor decision making. 
And generally, society 
looks down on pregnant 
teens. 

But teenage girls 
who acknowledge their 
mistakes and are willing 
to take responsibility for 
them are not just being 
responsible. They are 

also being mature. 
Maturity is an important factor 

when it comes to raising a child. 
Nowadays, it seems that young 
people are more mature than 
what adults believe. Eighteen is 
when young men decide to join 

the Army, fight in war, and poten-
tially die for their country. 

This is the same age Silva will 
be when she’ll be taking care of 
her baby. 

Making the decision to keep a 
baby already brings teen parents 
to the start of the road to matu-
rity.

Today, help is available to 
pregnant teens and other young 
mothers.

Such non-profit organizations 
as Planned Parenthood teach 
teen mothers everything from 
how to breastfeed their babies 
to how to catch health problems 
early. 

The YWCA helps young moth-
ers find jobs after giving birth. 

The state-run CalWORKs pro-
gram helps them graduate from 
high school and get into college.

There are hundreds of 
programs like these across the 
country. Pregnant teens can 
access these programs through 
the internet or through school 
counselors. 

Don’t get me wrong. Taking 
care of a baby is still a huge task 
and requires a great amount of 
patience and responsibility. I’m 
only saying that beneath all the 
negative sides,  there are positive 
sides that not all of us are able 
to see.

Keeping the baby can be the 
best option, but only when a teen 
is mature enough to know what 
he or she is doing. The best thing 
we can do is support them. 

Nothing can compare to the 
love a mother can give, and it 
doesn’t matter how old she is. A 
maternal love is one of a kind.

Pregnant friend made mature decision to keep her baby

Elizabeth 
sabiniano

IN mY 
oPINIoN

Let me start off by saying I’m not 
some sex-crazed teenager. I haven’t 
decided yet if I will have sex before 
marriage. However, I don’t think it’s 
a bad idea.

Marriage is not some-
thing to be taken lightly. It is 
an eternal bond. As the say-
ing goes, “’til death do us 
part.” Deciding to marry re-
quires both partners to have 
a mutual understanding of 
each another. They have to 
feel like they’ve made a true 
connection, both mentally 
and physically.

Yes, physically, too.
Though it’s considered taboo, 

sex is not a bad thing. It is the ulti-
mate physical connection between 
two partners. It is when they are the 
most passionate — and the most 
vulnerable. Any barriers between the 
two are broken down and feelings 
and emotions are left bare. 

This act allows both partners 
to understand each other’s psyche 
and inner thoughts. It establishes a 
strong bond between the two.

Sex can be compared to test-
driving a car. When you plan to buy 
a car, you usually don’t buy it with-
out first seeing if you’re comfortable 
with it. The same goes for sex. If two 
people are incompatible sexually, it 
becomes difficult to foresee long-
term happiness. 

I’m not so ignorant as to suggest 
sexual compatibility is the only fac-
tor involved in the decision to marry. 
It’s not. Both partners need to be 

able to enjoy each other’s company. 
They should respect each other and 
accept that neither one of them is 
perfect. They need to care for each 
other.

Those who disagree 
with having sex before 
marriage say it shouldn’t 
happen because it 
shouldn’t be a frivolous 
decision. I completely 
agree that you shouldn’t 
have sex on a whim, nor 
should you practice unsafe 
sex. If you’ve known your 
partner for a week or two 
and are considering sex, 

you’re probably not ready. If you’ve 
established a connection with your 
“other” and feel like the two of you 
are truly in love, then it might be a 
decision to consider.

Approximately half of all mar-
riages in the United States end in 
divorce. The many reasons for the 
breakups include money problems, 
substance abuse, and a loss of 
intimacy. 

And yes, the last reason includes 
sex. If the partners discover be-
forehand whether they are sexually 
compatible, perhaps divorce rates 
would decrease.

I’m not trying to suggest that 
sex is a prerequisite for marriage. 
When it boils down to the bare es-
sentials, it is a matter of personal 
choice.

But don’t make the decision 
without even considering the other 
side. Sex could save your marriage.

Vishal Yadav

IN mY 
oPINIoN

Pro: Make it a thoughtful 
decision, not a whim

I know what you’re thinking. I’m 
a 17-year-old boy who thinks sex 
should be saved until marriage. I 
must be religious. 

I’m not. I’m an atheist.
So, I must be an inexperi-

enced teenager who’s never 
had a girlfriend and who 
is using his “beliefs” as an 
excuse.

No. I can’t even say that 
I’m really all that innocent.

So why would a 17-year-
old boy suggest that anyone 
wait until marriage to have 
sex? 

Sex is special. And the 
more you do it, the less special it 
becomes. Sex can be one of two 
things. It can be a dirty action full of 
lust and, depending on the person, 
maybe even sin. Or sex can be 
something special that two people 
share when they are in love.

There are a lot of people who 
believe in premarital sex because 
it helps them decide whether or 
not they are compatible with their 
partner. I’ve heard the argument that 
partners are like a pair of pants. “You 
wouldn’t buy them unless you try 
them on first.”

Seriously? Can you compare your 
partner to a pair of pants?

Perhaps the only valid argument 
I’ve heard is that a lot of divorces or 
bad marriages occur because there 
are problems with the sex. And this is 
a good argument. 

However, how “good” sex is has to 
do with experience. If a person has no 

experience then perhaps the first time 
was the best sex experience ever. The 
standard for sex is only as high as 
what a person has already done.

So perhaps my friends have inter-
course every weekend and 
have a really good sex life. 
But most likely the only thing 
they will have to hold onto is 
a small memory of their best 
sex experience. I will not 
have that memory because 
I don’t have experience. 
Instead every time will be my 
best experience, because 
it’ll just keep getting better 
and better as we gain expe-

rience as a couple.
But I don’t care about that. Sex 

is not all there is to marriage. If a 
couple’s reason for a divorce is a 
problem with their sex life, then they 
must not have been in love. 

I know I’m young, and adults 
might reject this, but I’ve been in love 
before. And there is a huge difference 
between being in love with someone 
and liking someone.

When I like someone, I feel not 
only emotional feelings but also 
physical feelings toward that person. 
But with love, sex doesn’t even cross 
my mind.

When I’m in love I prefer to wait 
to have sex because it makes our 
relationship all the more special.

I can’t force anyone to agree with 
me. All I can say is that if a person 
doesn’t feel like he can wait until 
marriage, then he should at least wait 
until he’s in love.

Con: Waiting makes  
it more meaningful

Jaime Real

IN mY 
oPINIoN

SEX
Premarital

kEVIN FLoREs // MOSAIC STAff PHOTO ILLUSTRATION
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Formspring.me is a place 
where people can ask other 
people whatever question they 
want — and do it anonymously. 
It is disgusting. 

For two weeks, I conducted 
an experiment, 
putting myself 
in the shoes of a 
Formspring ad-
dict. I created an 
account, shared 
my URL, and 
anticipated my 
first questions.

It started 
out innocently 

enough. “What do you think 
people think of you?”

 “Why do you highlight your 
hair?” 

 “What kind of animal would 
you be?” 

At first, the questions weren’t 
so bad. And it was a little inter-
esting reading things that people 
wanted to know about me, even 
what they thought about me.

Then, I was caught off guard 
when someone asked me 
“Would you go bi for any of the 
girls here?”

I was appalled and shocked 
that someone I knew would ask 
me that. 

I didn’t want to tell that per-
son my business and my person-
al information. But sticking to my 
“answer-every-question-honestly 
policy,” I answered it.

For the record, my answer 
was no.

The thing about answering 
the questions is that you have 
to be careful with what you say. 
There is no middle ground, just 
side paths you have to take to 
get around the question.

 More than once I had to think 
of something clever to write so 
I would not expose my whole 
story.  

Question after question. I 
read things like “How many guys 
have you kissed” and “What 
turns you on?” Questions I would 
never consider answering or 
asking. 

After the first day, I felt over-
whelmed with all of the questions. 
I was tired of writing answers that 
weren’t too revealing. 

And no matter what, I always 
received questions that were too 
personal. 

After two days, I absolutely 
hated it.

Just the fact that people were 
asking me made me feel like I 
was a bad person.  I soon learned 
that the site was meant to invade 
your privacy, and I hated it for the 
rest of the experiment.

Formspring.me is an outlet 
for people to attack other people 
without getting into significant 
trouble. I was lucky enough to 
not get crude comments. Others 
aren’t so fortunate.

In the most extreme case, 
17-year-old Alexis Pilkington of 
New York was driven to suicide 
after subjecting herself to the 
poisonous comments on her 
Formspring account. She was 
a senior, with a partial soccer 
scholarship, but the psycho-
logical torture led her to take her 
own life.   

Things like that are exactly 
what jokers on Formspring.me 
are blind to. 

Harsh words and rude re-
marks attack the mental stabil-
ity of developing minds. It has 
become a catalyst for intense 
bullying.

Formspring exploded in my 
high school and for two months 
it was nothing but “Ask me any-
thing” or “Formspring me.” No 
one wanted to hear “what was 
your favorite vacation,” they only 
wanted the “good stuff.” 

Formspring allows people to 
know what others think about 
them. And it can be the most 
harmful thing.

My proposition is that we 
boycott Formspring. Just like 
Pilkington’s friends and class-
mates, we must learn the 
consequences of the website 
and refuse to use it as a means 
to spare teens from unnecessary 
angst.

BY mARcos VARGAs //
MOSAIC STAFF WRITER

Alisal High baseball player 
Pavel Morales just can’t step 
away from his computer when 
playing the popular online game 
World of Warcraft. 

“It’s really addictive,” said 
Morales, who plays the electron-
ic game on average five hours a 
day. “I just want to spend time 
getting my character as good as 
I can.”

Morales, 17, has spent so 
much time in the past month 
playing the game that he has 
ignored baseball.

The Salinas teen is among 
3.6 million Americans playing 
WoW, as fans of World of War-
craft call the game. His interest 
in online gaming underscores 
growing concerns that youth 
are spending too much time 
on computers, a problem that 
experts say can lead to obesity 
and poor social skills.

“Technology is great, but it 
can lead to bad things if you do 
not place limits on teens,” said 
Marisa Connolly, spokeswoman 
for San Francisco-based Com-
mon Sense Media. 

There is a significant connec-
tion between electronic game 
use and obesity, according a 
study cited by the Nutrition Re-
search Center. A Kaiser Family 
Foundation study said the main 
causes of obesity are poor eat-
ing habits and lack of physical 
activity, which could be related 
to children’s media consump-
tion.

As more teens while away the 
hours online with social network-
ing and games, they spend less 
time interacting with friends in 
person and developing important 
social skills, psychologists say.

Palo Alto Research Center’s 
Nick Yee, who studies the psy-
chology of virtual environments, 
is trying to better understand 
what leads some youths to 
play World of Warcraft for many 
hours. One survey found that 41 
percent of the respondents said 
they were addicted to the game. 

Some experts say that 
social networking sites such 
as Facebook also contribute to 
the problems. What started as 
a teenager’s virtual hangout has 
become a social phenomenon. 

Facebook says 42 percent of 
Americans have an account with 
the social network site. With 400 
million users concerns about the 
effects of such sites on society 
are real. 

Thomas Ramirez, an Alisal 
High junior, said Facebook is 
the one place where he interacts 
with friends.  

“Sometimes I’ll spend, like, 
five hours on Facebook,” he 
said. “It’s what I do to talk to 
people.”

Ramirez, who plays three 
sports at Alisal High, prefers 
to stay home on the computer 
instead of spending time with 
friends – except when he is with 
other athletes.  

Teens who communicated 
mostly through typing had 
trouble with face-to-face inter-
actions, according to studies 
by the late Edward T. Hall, the 
anthropologist who was consid-
ered the founding father of the 
study of intercultural communi-
cation. Hall reported that teens 
had difficulty understanding un-
spoken messages in tones and 
body language, while most other 
people develop that understand-
ing naturally.

The Kaiser Family Foundation 
study also warned that exces-
sive media consumption could 
affect youths’ sleep and school 
performance. 

Patricia Morrisroe, author 
of “Wide Awake, Memoir of In-
somnia,” has written extensively 
about computers and how their 
use can cause sleep loss.

“There are some people,” 
she wrote, “who just don’t know 
when to turn off the computer.”

Fad website 
encourages 
bullying

Internet 
danger 
zone Boycott 

Formspring

BY VIshAL YADAV //
MOSAIC STAFF WRITER

Six-year-old Anna Dominguez watched 
intently as fish darted around a small aquarium 
suspended above a waiting area in the newest 
terminal at Mineta San Jose International Airport.

 “Look Mom, I can see myself in there,” said 
Anna, pointing at the waterproof video monitors 
broadcasting a live feed of the people looking at 
the tank.

The aquarium is just one of the many fea-
tures unveiled in Terminal B, that opened June 
30. The terminal’s amenities were a hit with 
thousands of visitors who got a sneak preview 
during an open house a few days before the 
formal opening.

“It’s very bright and airy,” said Denny Yau of 
San Jose. “Compared to being inside a plane, 
that’s a very big plus.”

Many of those attending the open house 
agreed, citing the open space and waiting areas 
as the terminal’s best features.

The waiting areas have comfortable leather 
seats and armchairs. Appropriately for the 
capital of Silicon Valley many of the seats and 
armchairs are equipped with power outlets and 
USB ports.

“I really like how they have all this technology 
in the chairs because I use my laptop whenever 
I’m flying out somewhere,” said Jim Salvador of 
Menlo Park. “The cool air blowing from the vents 
under the chairs is also an unexpected bonus.”

The terminal got high marks all-around ex-
cept for one missing element: a moving walk-
way.

“I guess it’s not really too big of a deal for 
me,” said Sameer Patel of Milpitas. “But for the 
people with disabilities or the elderly, it’s defi-
nitely an inconvenience.”

On the whole, people who attended the open 
house liked the new design.

“Our old airport facilities were inadequate,” 
airport spokesman David Vossbrink said. “They 
were just out of date and needed to be up-
dated.”

The airport has 40 new shops and restau-
rants, including local chains such as Jamba 
Juice and Pizza My Heart.

In keeping with the green movement spread-
ing throughout the United States, the terminal 
contains stainless steel trash and recycling 
booths, with separate places to throw trash, 
paper, and cans and bottles.

Small changes also have made for nice 
touches.

A mother, rushing her daughter inside a bath-
room, pointed out with relief that instead of only 
one bathroom, several bathrooms are spread 
around the terminal.

Some observers found the curved glass ceil-
ing, slanted columns and liberal use of stain-
less steel interesting additions that enhance the 
airport’s modern aura.

“[The airport] just has this cool, sleek feel,” 
said Tom Cook of San Jose. “It feels like it lives 
up to being part of the Bay Area and Silicon 
Valley.”

It’s exactly what airport and city officials 
hoped to do, Vossbrink said. They wanted the 
airport to personify the technological innovation 
of Silicon Valley.

“The vision was we needed an airport that 
looks good, works well, and is comfortable, 
convenient, and efficient,” Vossbrink said. “That’s 
what our goal was and I think we’ve achieved it.”

Start of something 
sleek: Terminal B
New terminal gets good 
reviews from early visitors

kAREN T. BoRchERs // MERCURY NEWS
A view inside the concourse of the new Terminal B, with natural lighting and modern ventilation at 
Mineta San Jose International Airport.

My friend and schoolmate 
is a high school valedictorian 
who happens to be undocu-
mented.

She won a full-ride to UC 
Berkeley, where she will begin 
studies this fall. She has won 
many science fairs and 
is interested in becom-
ing an environmental-
ist. She has worked 
hard to be where she 
is now. 

But when she 
receives her college 
degree, and is unable 
to work in the country 
legally, what will she 
do?

I say it’s time to 
pass the Development, Relief 
and Education for Alien Minors 
Act (DREAM Act). The DREAM 
Act was a proposed legislation 
introduced in 2007, but the 
U.S. Senate rejected it. 

The law would have en-
abled undocumented students 
to gain legal residency by earn-
ing their college degrees.  

According to the bill’s au-
thors, more than 65,000 illegal 
immigrants in the country hope 
for the legislative approval of 
the DREAM Act. There are 118 
representatives and 36 sena-
tors who have co-sponsored 
the bill.

A revised version of the 
DREAM Act was re-introduced 
on March 29, 2009 with new 
guidelines. High school gradu-

ates and GED students with 
clean criminal records would 
qualify under the bill. They 
would be ineligible for Pell 
grants, but could qualify for 
student loans and work study.  

Undocumented high school 
and college students 
should be able to 
improve their lives and 
pursue the professions 
they choose.

California is one of 
11 states that allows 
undocumented stu-
dents to pay in-state 
tuition. But if undocu-
mented students finish 
their higher education, 
they won’t be able to 

work in the country legally.
However, if they made it 

through high school and are 
enrolled in universities, doesn’t 
this prove to the country that 
they are here for the right 
reason?

What’s the whole point of 
receiving a higher education if 
you can’t attain a profession 
afterward? Why would you pay 
so much money to go to a uni-
versity and then have someone 
deny you a job because of your 
immigration status? 

It is unfair and unjust that 
undocumented students can 
receive a college degree but 
the degree that they earned is 
useless.

It is unfair that undocu-
mented students who work just 

as hard as U.S. citizens don’t 
have equal privileges after 
receiving higher education. 

Some argue that if the 
DREAM Act is approved, 
more immigrants will come to 
this country. Although some 
undocumented immigrants are 
here for the wrong reasons, the 
majority are here to succeed. 
They are here so they can 
make this a better country by 
pursuing an education.

 Others may say, “Who 
cares? They are illegal aliens, 
criminals.” 

But let me remind you that 
they are human. Many say they 
don’t deserve a higher educa-
tion subsidized by taxpayers, 
but these undocumented stu-
dents look forward to earning a 
higher education. 

I believe the DREAM Act 
should be passed because 
many of these undocumented 
students are honor students, 
athletes, student leaders and 
aspiring professionals. 

It’s amazing that these stu-
dents have the perseverance 
to get an education, maybe 
because they know that their 
education can’t be taken away 
from them.

It’s not my friend’s fault 
that she was brought to this 
country illegally. Her parents 
came to this country so that 
she could have a better life and 
more opportunities to live the 
“American Dream.” 

DREAM Act offers promise  
of legal status for attending college  

Adrian 
calderon

IN mY 
oPINIoN

Jillian salas

IN mY 
oPINIoN

Too many hours 
online gambles 
with health
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An elaborate invention sits in the middle of Wil-
liams and First streets in San Jose, while a festival 
commences.

Curious passers-by stop to watch this wild con-
traption, called “The Life Size Mousetrap.”

Wheels begin to click, gears begin to creak and 
the once slumbering giant begins its mechani-
cal montage. The crowd gathered around begins 
to tense up as the gears click, and the bolts and 
nuts start turning. A bowling ball 
drops and the machine starts. 
The crowd goes wild. 

Each component moves by 
the initial force of the wheel and 
a 2-ton safe drops to finish the 
show.  

The man behind this specta-
cle is Mark Perez, an Illinois born 
installation artist. 

So what drives an individual 
to create such a thing? 

The idea began in 1995 with 
a simple idea to create a life-size 
mousetrap based on the popu-
lar 1960s board game “Mouse 
Trap” by Hasbro. The purpose of 
the game was to catch your op-
ponent’s mouse before they catch yours.  Players 
move across the board collecting pieces en route 
to create the ultimate trap. 

Perez played the original board game as a child. 
He took it a step further by combining other board 
games into a single,  cohesive creation. 

“I wanted to be the first to create something of 
this magnitude,” Perez said, pointing to his mas-
sive construction.

The entire installation is as large as a four-bed-
room house.  It weighs 50,000 pounds. 

The mousetrap is so large, “if we don’t load it 
correctly in the semi-trailer, we can’t shut the door,” 
Perez said. 

It is an homage to a Rube Goldberg machine – 
an invention so involved, so complicated, it’s comi-
cal. The machine was laboriously conceived to per-
form a simple operation. The mousetrap is pushed 
forward by kinetic energy, or energy in motion. 

Goldberg was a cartoonist best known for his 
elaborate inventions. 

The mousetrap uses the kinetic energy to push 
itself forward, reaching a force of constant motion. 
This energy moves 18 sculptures to complete the 
routine. 

It sounds involved and even perplexing, but all 
members view it as “applied fun.”

“We’re more like rocket scientists,” DeForest 
said.

Construction of his first version abruptly ended 
in 1997 due to equipment malfunctions. Perez sold 
the scraps for $8 and began scripting his blueprints 
to start an entirely new mousetrap. 

From 1998 to 2005, Perez, with the help of fel-
low artists, constructed his new structure. While 
working as a private contractor, Perez said every 
paycheck was poured into this project.

 Perez would not give an estimate on how much 
money he committed to the project. 

He also produced a show to accompany the 
spectacle, which Perez has produced  for the last 

five years. 
Perez’s associates, all unique characters in their 

own right, take part in the spectacle with equal 
enthusiasm and joy.

Among the crew is Kelley DeForest, a Nevada 
native who met Perez in a coffee shop. DeForest 
overheard Perez talking about a project involving 
childhood memories and a mousetrap. 

The two ended up chatting and as Deforest 
said, “I’ve been here ever since.”

Other members include Rose Harden, Perez’s 
wife and a mouse in the show. The mice are meant 

to keep the tradition of the 
original game, while providing 
entertainment with tap dancing 
routines to music. 

Perez proposed to Harden in 
2007 during a show at the Maker 
Faire in Denver.

The show runs for about 30 
minutes with vaudeville perfor-
mances and an assortment of 
short acts ranging from slap-
stick comedy to juggling pro-
vided by crewmembers.

Live music is performed by 
Esmeralda Strange, a self-taught 
musician who plays a variety of 
instruments simultaneously.

The grand finale is one to re-
member. A 2-ton safe drops on a variety of objects, 
including apples, pumpkins and even cars.

“We can smash a cage, a mouse, a pumpkin, 
pretty much anything we want,” DeForest said.

The original board game is placed alongside 
the life-size mousetrap for spectators to fully grasp 
Perez’s vision. 

Taking three days to reconstruct and two days 
to take down, the life size mousetrap is packed 
inside a semi-trailer to each location.  

 The gas-guzzling semi-trailer eats $3 dol-
lars every mile in order to drive the 50,000-pound 
mousetrap from location to location.

The crew must concoct ways of fitting this 
enormous mousetrap within the specifications of 
each space.

As Harden said, “Putting it together is never the 
same twice.” 

This group of artists are all craftsmen of the 
whimsical and the unbelievable; leaders of an age 
where art was created as a passion and not for 
sponsorship or pride.

Mark does not receive anything in return but the 
crowd’s donations at each show. He does not re-
ceive a paycheck large enough to pay his workers 
for the labor, or for the travel expense. 

Perez said his band of fellow artists do this 
purely out of love. He said they have constructed 
the world’s first Goldberg chain reaction traveling 
contraption. 

He said his crew is a band of misfits and ren-
egades, with each performance meant to push the 
limits between art, performance and social norms. 

Mark and his group of “mad hatters” will travel 
to Detroit to the Henry Ford Museum and The New 
York Hall of Science in the next couple of months.

They have started a fundraising campaign in 
order to pay for travel expenses and the $3,500 for 
trailer repairs. For donations please visit  
www.kickstarter.com to make a pledge. Visit  
www.lifesizemousetrap.org for more information.

This year, the festival was 
spaced out over two days 
instead of one. Last year’s 
attendees found themselves 
overwhelmed by the sheer 
number of performances in one 
night, Dowd said. By allocat-
ing two nights for the live acts, 
spectators won’t feel as rushed, 
she said.  

Coordinators also made 
the decision to consolidate the 
location of the venues to create 
a sense of community, as well 
as lessen the walking distance. 
The previous year’s festival 
was spread out over 20 square 
blocks, whereas this year’s fes-
tival was confined to three city 
blocks on South First Street.    

More than 20 venues played 
host to a rich mix of genres and 
styles, ranging from rockabilly, 
ska, punk, alternative, roots 

Americana, DJ and grunge to 
the musical staples of pop, rock 
and hip hop.

Left Coast Live books bands 
in and around the South Bay. 
According to Barbara Wahli, a 
member of the music booking 
team, about 80 percent of the 
performers are local artists. 

“I think that there’s a lot of 
hidden talent,” said Kero One, a 
Bay Area local and a performer 
at Left Coast Live.  

Acts from northern Califor-
nia included San Francisco’s 
funk and soul singer Darondo, 
Redwood City’s screamo band 
Picture Me Broken, which has 
played for the Vans Warped 
Tour; and San Jose’s own Inso-
lence, which blends a unique 
sound of reggae, hip hop and 
hardcore.

The team worked to confirm 
and book bands for the festival 
based on referrals, recommen-
dations and submissions. Com-
mittee members viewed band 
submissions and rated each act 
before coming to a consensus 
on which ones to book. 

National acts, including 
headliners OK Go and Yo La 
Tengo, were booked in coop-
eration with Left Coast Live 
sponsor Channel 92.3.

“There’s something for every 
age group,” Wahli said. 

The crowd agreed.
“We came here to see Free 

Energy, Neon Trees, and OK 
Go!” said local teens Cassie 
and Caitlin Burns. “It’s our first 
time here and so far it’s re-
ally fun. These are such great 
bands. Our favorite part has 
been just being able to walk 
around and meet the bands!” 

Patrick and Sharron Kellens 
considered their first time at 
Left Coast Live great. 

“It’s nice to see some nation-
al bands and local bands and 
enjoy some music outdoors,” 
said Patrick Kellens. “Everyone 
is friendly, the music has been 
good so far, and the mousetrap 
was good. Everything is great.”

The rock band Free Energy 
was the first to hit the main 
stage Friday night, delivering 
a steady performance that left 
both the band and the audi-
ence bobbing their heads to 
the beat of their signature song 
“Free Energy.” 

Free Energy was followed 
by the Crash Kings, whose un-
derground hit “Mountain Man” 
rose to the number one slot on 
Billboard’s Alternative Songs 
chart.  

The group is comprised 
of Tony Beliveau, vocals and 
keyboard; Mike Beliveau, bass; 
and Jason Morris, drums. With 
no guitar, the alternative rock 
trio has been noted for its dis-
tinctive style.

“I like their sound. It’s a 
unique sound, very innova-
tive and fresh,” said radio host 
Teddy from 92.3.

Elaine Bradley, drummer 
for Neon Trees, agrees. “I’m 
amazed that big of a sound can 
come from a three-piece band.”

While the bands rocked out 
on stage, a summer breeze blew 
purple flowers off the trees. 
Strolling couples stopped at the 
white tents for food and mer-

chandise; bicyclists pedaled by. 
The mellow downtown  

street featured massive murals 
and modern architecture amid 
vintage buildings.  

One mural looked like some-
one’s painted dream, acting as 
a backdrop for a stage. Another, 
titled “A Place in Mind,” con-
trasted bright flowers to a black 
wall. 

Headlining their business as 
“three generations of political 
printmaking in the Bay Area,” 
MACLA displayed Latino 
American art and culture. Paint-
ings or screen prints of revolt, 
peace and victory were in bold 
red or black and white.    

The Works building is a 
volunteer community art center 
that promotes free-lance paint-
ing. Bypassers were invited to 
paint on the walls. Canvases of 

amateur artwork represented 
what Works is all about. Im-
ages of ghosts, suns, monsters, 
squiggles, waves, and curves all 
came together to inspire others 
to add onto the artwork.

Tea Beradze was one of the 
many people that took part. “I 
just love art,” she said. “I paint 
whenever I get a chance.” 

Left Coast Live was “amaz-
ing,” she said. “I wish we had 
more support, and this is it. We 
can’t just not have art, art is 
important,” she said.

 Back on the main stage, 
Neon Trees, a pop alternative 
group hailing from Provo, Utah, 
delivered a lively show as dusk 
settled. 

The eclectic five-member 
band raised the intensity level, 
thanks in part to lead singer 
Glenn.  

At one point in the perfor-
mance, Glenn began swinging 
the microphone cord over his 
head, until it hit a nearby mic 
stand. 

Giving a sheepish smile that 
made the crowd chuckle, Glenn 
threw himself back into the 
show full throttle.

After a performance of Neon 
Trees, overwhelmed teens 
Krista, Athena, Rosanne, and 
Jessica – who preferred to not 
reveal their last names – were 
jittery and excited. They’d 
come to see Neon Trees, but 
said it was “pretty cool” they 
could see as many bands as 
they wanted. 

Besides live performances 
and entertainment, Left Coast 
Live also featured the Scion Si-
lent Disco, an innovative trend 
in the DJ-turntablism culture. 

The Silent Disco is pos-
sible through custom-designed 
headphones, which transmit 
mixes straight from the DJ’s 
turntable. Those who put on 
the headphones appeared to 
be dancing in silence in the 
middle of the street to the 
amusement and confusion of 
unsuspecting passerbys. 

“Every time we’ve done 
this, it’s a big hit,” said Rob-
bie Kowal, also known as DJ 
Motion Potion, a resident DJ 
at the Bonnaroo Music Festival 
in Tennessee. “We have a right 
to gather and dance. It’s our 
constitutional right.”  

By taking the noise com-
plaint factor out of the equation, 
he said, the Silent Disco enables 
people to come out into public 
places and have a good time 
without disturbing others. 

Friday night culminated with 
headliner OK Go, whose quirky 
personality showed through 
with an energetic show com-
plete with confetti machines. 

Towards the end of the night 
OK Go, led by singer Damian 
Kulash, had the crowd singing 
along to their single “This Too 
Shall Pass.”

Left Coast Live coordinators 
believe attendance increased 
from last year.

Claudia Harvey, a produc-
tion team member, was opti-
mistic about the future of Left 
Coast Live. “We’re always look-
ing to grow. Our main purpose 
is to promote San Jose as an 
area of live music.”

The big cheese

leFT coaST // » FroM page 9 inspired by his favorite board game, Mark perez 
captures audience with life size mousetrap
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Rose Harden, dressed as a mouse during the performance of “The Life Size Mousetrap” on Friday, June 
25. INSET BELOW » Detail of Rose Harden’s mouse costume during the performance.

We’re always looking to grow.  
Our main purpose is to promote 
San Jose as an area of live music.”

— clauDia harveY, leFT coaST live  
proDucTion TeaM MeMber
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Team Edward or Team Jacob: 
That was the burning question 
on everyone’s minds Tuesday 
night.

Hundreds of fans waited, 
starting about 4:30 p.m., for the 
midnight premiere of the lat-
est movie in the ‘Twilight’ saga, 
Eclipse. 

‘Eclipse’ is based on the third 
novel in Stephenie Meyer’s wildly 
popular vampire series, that has 
sold more than 100 million cop-
ies worldwide. The books follow 
the forbidden love story between 
mortal Isabella Swan and immor-
tal Edward Cullen. 

‘Twilight’ has exploded in 
popularity, growing into an inter-
national phenomenon that has 
had fans raving over the plot line. 

Fans of all ages, from pre-
teens to college students to 
mothers in their late 40’s, at-
tended the premiere.  

Since the second film of the 
series, ‘New Moon,’ came out in 
theatres in November, fans have 
been awaiting the release of the 
saga’s next chapter. 

For many, the wait felt like 
forever. In a cruel twist of fate, 
the clock seemed to slow down 
as the hour drew nearer.

At AMC Cupertino Square 
16, people killed time by send-
ing text messages, playing card 
games, eating their dinner, tak-
ing pictures and rereading the 
books. Others dozed off as they 
lounged on the ground. 

Several circles of ‘Twilight’ 
aficionados came prepared for 

the long wait and brought lawn 
chairs, pillows and blankets. 

Citing that ‘New Moon’ had 
failed to deliver, fans had high 
hopes for ‘Eclipse’ and excitedly 
discussed their expectations of 
the movie. 

“They had the fans’ con-
sideration when making the 
movie. The director [David Slade] 
worked side by side with Ste-
phenie Meyer, and we appreciate 
that,” said ‘Twilight’ fan Jeannie 
Nguyen, a San Jose mother.

From tote bags and tableware 
to Burger King crowns and board 
games, Twilight paraphernalia 
was omnipresent. 

Team Edward, Team Jacob 
and even Team Bella shirts were 
on display everywhere. Off to the 
side, a couple of girls painted 

their faces – although it wouldn’t 
make much of a difference once 
they were inside the dark theatre. 

Elsewhere, a group came 
dressed in Tigger, shark, gladi-
ator, gorilla and banana cos-
tumes, for no apparent reason. 
The crowd was an eclectic one 
indeed. 

Throughout the night, sporad-
ic bursts of thrilled shrieks reso-
nated from Cupertino Square’s 
spacious mall complex.  

Finally, about a quarter to mid-
night, the arduous wait was over. 

In an organized and orderly 
fashion, security guards directed 
the line – a seemingly endless 
queue that snaked around the 
perimeter – up several flights of 
escalators to the theatres on the 
third floor.

Antsy fans were anxious to 
find the best seats in the theatre 
as they scanned the rows of the 
theatre; chaos resulted when 
people began holding seats for 
their friends.  

After settling in, the audience 
soon became restless again 
when the previews started with 
only audio available. 

When an image showed up 
at last, everyone cheered. The 
noise intensified during the title 
screen of the movie, and evolved 
into roaring applause upon the 
countless appearances of Taylor 
Lautner and his shirtless glory on 
screen. 

The exposition began in a 
dark alleyway as a young man by 
the name of Riley was attacked 
by the bloodthirsty Victoria, a 
vampire who wanted the promi-
nent Cullen vampire clan dead. 

As Victoria began creating a 

newborn vampire army, she put 
Riley in charge of training them, 
so as to not attract attention to 
herself. 

Meanwhile, the Cullen family 
prepared for battle, alongside 
their lifetime rivals, the were-
wolves. Together, they learned 
tips and tricks from Jasper Cul-
len on how to defeat reckless 
and savage newborns. 

As the plot thickens, and 
Bella’s high school graduation 
grows near, it feels as though 
time speeds up. Her werewolf 
friend, Jacob Black (Lautner), 
desperately tries to convince 
Bella that she loves him. But she 
refuses, fully convinced that she 
will marry Edward Cullen. 

The werewolf-vampire feud 
between Edward and Jacob 
becomes tense, with a wor-
ried Bella between them. The 
two guys exchange clever little 
comments that roused chuckles 
throughout the audience. 

For instance, up in the snowy 
mountains, where they plan 
to hide Bella until after a fight, 
Jacob arrives and snuggles into 
a sleeping bag with a shivering 
Bella. Werewolves are naturally 
hot-blooded so Jacob was able 
to provide bountiful warmth to 
Bella, which the cold-blooded 
Edward could not. 

“I’m so much hotter than 
you,” said a grinning Jacob as he 
wrapped his arms around Bella. 

However, the camera work 
was not at its best throughout 
the show. 

For some reason, the director 
decided to incorporate dozens 
of awkwardly steamy moments,  
which required close-ups on the 

pale faces of Bella and Edward. 
It was quite distracting as the 
camera trembled during those 
intense exchanges. 

Most of the time, the actors 
and actresses lacked enthu-
siasm and held emotionless 
faces through the most energetic 
scenes. The foil characters were 
usually more animated than the 
protagonists. However, it was a 
decent improvement in acting 
than previously displayed in ‘New 
Moon.’ 

During one scene, the Volturi, 
the all-powerful vampire clan 
located in Italy, looks down on 
a chaotic scene of newborn 
destruction. As they assess the 
situation, you can see a burning 
car and a few groups of vicious 
vampires crowding around a de-
formed body, and a single vam-
pire girl run over to join them. 

Four of the Volturi guards, 
Jane, Felix, Alec and Demetri, 
take a brief moment to discuss 
their predicament, and whether 
or not they should step in. After 
their decision, they turn back to 
look down at the newborns, and 
the scene repeats itself, as the 
same vampire girl runs to join to 
beastly gang.

This may be a product of 
rushing the movie, or perhaps 
lack of editing. But small quirks 
such as those took away from 
the excitement as a whole. 

At the resolution, Bella and 
Edward lounge in the middle of 
a beautiful field, discussing their 
upcoming marriage. 

However, the scene abruptly 
ends with them kissing. It was an 
awkward ending for critics, and a 
mind-blowing ending for fans. 

Excited fans flock to Cupertino premiere of ‘Eclipse’ 
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Christina Sounders, left, and Christine Barraza at Music in the Park in San Jose’s Plaza de Cesar Chavez on June 24.

KeVin FLoreS // 
MOSAIC STAFF

Laura Fuyo was one of many 
at Camera 12 who waited for 
‘Eclipse’ to open in downtown 
San Jose on June 29.

MusiC fills the park

moVie reView

KeVin FLoreS // MOSAIC STAFF
aBoVe » Andrea Babinski of the Dusty 
Rhodes and the River band plays at Music 
in the Park. 
LeFt » Spectators attend Left Coast Live’s 
free kick-off concert at Music in the Park in 
Plaza de Cesar Chavez on June 24.adrian CaLderon // MOSAIC STAFF
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She wears an INC chartreuse 
dress with a ruffled neckline and 
a Jones New York turquoise 
wrap casually draped around her 
arms. Her neck is adorned with 
teal glass-beaded necklaces that 
softly jingle as she walks through 
the white gossamer curtains.

Her face is framed by black 
glossy curls and her eyes, cheeks 
and lips are beautifully accentu-
ated. 

Vivian Amarillas, 24, walks with 
poise as B.o.B’s lyrics “beauti-
ful girls all over the world” stitch 
together the entire scene. 

But her smile and bubbly de-
meanor hide a secret: She once 
struggled with an eating disorder.

Amarillas of San Jose was 
one of 12 models in the “Every 
Body’s Beautiful Awareness Day 
and Fashion Event” last weekend 
at the Macy’s in Westfield Valley 
Fair in Santa Clara. The Eating 
Disorders Resource Center of 
Campbell sponsored the fashion 
show to promote early diagnosis 
and treatment of eating disor-
ders. Junior high and high school 
students who had sent in essays 
were the models, along with the 
center’s volunteers, such as Ama-
rillas.

Amarillas had been teased 
about her weight since she was 
12. Friends and family told her, 
“You’re going to look like your 
mom.” Her mom was heavy-set. 

One summer during junior 
high, Amarillas decided that she 
couldn’t take the stinging com-
ments any longer.   

“With all these negative things 
that people were saying about 
me, I became very depressed and 
I didn’t eat,” she said. “For all of 
three months, I didn’t eat.” Ama-
rillas lost so much weight that “I 

had no lips and my thighs were 
really small.” 

Then her sister got involved 
and helped Amarillas realize how 
much pain she was inflicting on 
herself.  Ever since, “I’ve never 
struggled with that,” Amarillas 
said.

Close to 11 million people na-
tionwide have experienced buli-
mia and/or anorexia, according to 
the resource center.

Executive director Janice 
Bremis describes the process of 
eating disorders as “the genes 
load the gun and then something 
happens, like influences from the 
media, and that triggers it. And 
then it just spirals.”

Some fashion show partici-
pants shared their experiences 
with eating disorders, including 
Miss San Jose Tiffany Tam and 
former Ms. Redwood City Lindsay 
Newman. 

Amarillas is now married with 
daughters who are 7 and 2. For 
her, it’s important to love her own 
body image and to teach her 
daughters that beauty is innate to 
help prevent them from making 
the same mistake she did years 
ago.

Today, as Amarillas participates 
in the fashion show, she hopes to 
inspire others to be “comfortable 
in their own shell” and celebrates 
her own victory over anorexia. 

Today, as Amarillas walks down 
the runway, she looks beautiful.

Today, she is happy.  

mAGALI GAUThIER // MOSAIC STAFF PHOTOGRAPHS

ToP » Sherri Azim applies make-up before a fashion show in 
the Westfield Valley Fair Shopping Center.

ABoVE » From left to right, Tiffany Tam, Sherry Azim, and 
Vivian Amarillas are the first to walk down the runway.

INsET » Lindsay Newman, former Miss San Jose, gets her 
hair done in preparation for the fashion show.

BELow » The audience applauds in response to the entrance 
of the models.

Survivors of eating 
disorders model 
confidence, poise

EvEry Body’S

Beautiful
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